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From Dry Bones to New Life  
In every year prior to 2020 at this 

point in August we knew our fall 

schedule  and we were well into our 

discussions about what Advent and 

Christmas would look like.  This year 

we are talking about when to start 

our zoom book studies, how  we can 

try some socially distanced 

fellowship events, and when we 

might see things return to some 

form of normal.  2020 has not been 

easy for anyone and it has been 

especially hard for teachers, parents 

of young children, doctors and 

nurses, and people on the front 

lines of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

As I write this, we have lost over 

170,000 people in the United States 

to the virus.  It is overwhelming, 

emotionally, physically, and 

spiritually.  As people called to 

mourn with those who mourn we 

should all be mourning.  

Unfortunately, many people may 

tune out the devastation from the 

virus until it hits close to home.  I 

know a couple of people who have 

had it, one with very few symptoms 

and another who spent time in the 

I.C.U. and is still working his way 

back to health.  I also have a good 

friend who lost her dad to the 

illness and nobody in her family was 

able to be at his side.  Like many of 

you, I grieve, I pray, and I am 

attempting to move forward in 

productive ways.  

I realize that right now as we scan 

the landscape it might appear that 

we are stuck in the middle of a 

valley of nothing but dried bones.  

What we were used to is gone.  

What plans we had for this year 

have been cast aside or dramatically 

changed.  We are tired and we are 

more than ready for this pandemic 

to be behind us.  I am not sure 

when we will have a vaccine.  I am 

uncertain when things will return to 

“normal”.  Yet, I find strength and 

encouragement in recognizing that 

as we move forward, we do not 

move alone.  Make no mistake 

about it, we are in a valley, but the 

one who created us, has helped us 

navigate life’s valleys in the past, 

and will see us through.  When the 

prophet Ezekiel stood in the valley 

of dry bones, in a future that looked 

bleak, God spoke to him and told 

him to speak to the bones.   

Through the prophet the one who 

created flesh and bones brought 

forth new life.  The breath of God 

restored life and gave new life.  Just 

as the wind blows, God who created 

and restored continues to pour out 

God’s spirit, life will be restored, 

new life will be created.  I know that 

and at the same time I wonder 

aloud, oh Lord how long? 

~ David    

 

Session Highlights  

• Shared joys and concerns 
• Ashley McLeod led us in a brief devotional 
• Approved new member request: Christee Curran-Bauer 
• Received the treasurer’s report 
• Had an update from the 2020 vision implementation team  

        about the progress with construction in the sanctuary and the capital campaign.  
• Briefly discussed current worship format and how we might improve it 
• Received faith statements from Sam Purcell and Dawson Cook,  

                      approved Dawson Cook’s baptism and both he and Sam for membership 
• Highlighted the election of the incoming elder class and those filling un-expired terms 
• Heard staff reports and closed with prayer 
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Let’s face it, 2020 has not 
been the best of years.  I think 
we are all eager for some sort 
of old normalcy, but also com-
ing to the realization that the 
old way of doing things may 
be for the history books.  In 
Isaiah 43:19-20 the Lord says: 
“I am about to do a new thing; 
now it springs forth, do you 

not perceive it?  I will make a way in the wilder-
ness and rivers in the desert. The wild animals 
will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I 
give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, 
to give drink to my chosen people.”   
 

We know through scripture that God is always creating 
and restoring, and the here and now isn’t an exception.  
It might seem at times that there 
is no ending to the current situa-
tion we are in.  But as people of 
God we are a people of Hope.  
We are also a people of Cove-
nant.  Simply that means that we 
know (and hopefully believe) 
that God doesn’t abandon us but actually uses us and 
continues to do new things to bring about God’s purpos-
es and message to the world.   
 
Growing up our youth group LOVED to sing.  Our youth 
pastor was friends with a young Christian music writer 
from Australia who lived in Michigan.  One of our favor-
ite songs to sing was called “Here and Now” by Matt and 
Shana Henry.  The song is based off this Isaiah passage 
and is a song full of hope and assurance.  I share the lyr-
ics with you here:  
 

Here and now, God’s doing a new thing.  
Do you notice coming with your eyes  

with your heart. 
Springing forth like a stream,  

dancing down through the desert.  
Share this life, take your part.  

 
Join now in the dream that God’s shaping.   

Sink your hands in this promising clay 
With confidence we embrace God’s blessings; 

Not tomorrow…Today. 
Here and now, God’s doing a new thing.  

Do you notice coming with your eyes  
with your heart. 

Springing forth like a stream,  
dancing down through the desert.  

Share this life, take your part.  

 
Fresher than the rain that is falling 

Newer than the mornings bright sun 
Our Creator now will continue creating 

It’s not over, God’s just begun  
Here and now, God’s doing a new thing.  

Do you notice coming with your eyes  
with your heart. 

Springing forth like a stream,  
dancing down through the desert.  

Share this life, take your part.  
 

We are tiny creeks that are growing 
Flowing toward the infinite sea 

And reaching out to streams that are thirsting  
Join in God, set free 

Here and now, God’s doing a new thing.  
Do you notice coming with your eyes  

with your heart. 
Springing forth like a stream,  

dancing down through the desert.  
Share this life, take your part.  

 
Friends, Here and Now God IS doing a new thing.  We 
might not be able to see it, but know that God’s work has 
just begun.  We are a people of Hope!  Knowing God is 
doing a new thing is just part of the lesson.  We too need 
to join in.  We need to be open and vigilant to how God’s 
continuing to create 
around us and through us.  
So while 2020 may go 
down in the history books 
as the year of COVID19, 
Masks, Social Distancing, 
etc, let is also go down in 
the history book as a time 
that God’s people contin-
ued to live into the Hope 
God provides each and 
every day. Let’s go out 
into this world sharing that hope and reassurance to all. 
  
Joyfully, 
Emma 
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Greetings, 

While summer here at Bayside has looked a little 
different than it has in the past, 
we were still able to have 
Vacation Bible School. It was 
virtual but the kids were still 
able to enjoy music, bible 
stories, and craft time. If you 
missed out on VBS, the videos are still posted on 
the Bayside Facebook and YouTube pages, and can 
be watched anytime.  

The youth were not able to go on their 
normal trips, but Emma and I were able 
to lead 2 youth through Confirmation 
class, they were Confirmed and became 
members of Bayside on August 23. We 
are excited to see where their faith 

journeys take them. 

As we look forward to 
fall, I am in need of a 
couple members who 
feel called to help lead 
virtual Sunday school 
for kids ages K-5th 
grade. Unfortunately, 
one of our teachers has 
moved away and we 
need to fill her spot. If 
you or anyone you 
know would like to 
volunteer please let me 
know. I have all the 
things you will need to teach. I know that teaching 
virtual will be a challenge but I know our Bayside 
families will really appreciate having their little ones 
nurtured during this new and difficult time. My 
hope is that we will be able to be back together 
soon but I want everyone to be safe when we do.  

I am looking at starting Youth Group again on 
August 30th.  If you have a child that will going into 
6th grade that would like to be included in the youth 
group please send me an email at 
lschimmel@baysidepresby.org, so that I can get you 
all the information about our meetings. We will also 
be meeting virtually for the first part of the year. I 
am trying to plan some activities that we can do in 
person, outside, socially distanced, when I have a 

more  solid plan, I will send an email to everyone. I 
hope everyone is having a fun and safe summer, 
and I cannot wait until we are 
able to meet in person safely 
again. 

Blessings, 

Lacy 
 

 

At the beginning of 
August I was invited 
to read a children’s 
book for my home 
church’s virtual camp 
week.  The tradition 
for camp at this 
church is every 
morning a children’s 
book is read that 

introduces the theme for that day.  The book that I 
was given to read was “Ruby Finds A Worry” by 
Tom Percival.  This little book follows a young girl 
named Ruby who loves her life.  She is completely 
happy until one day she finds a worry.  The worry 
follows her around and continues to grow.  She 
tries to ignore the worry, which only makes the 
worry that much stronger.  One day she notices a 
little boy who looked sad and she saw he had a 
worry as well.  When he started telling her about 
his worry the worry began to shrink.  So she did the 
same thing.  This little book helps kids (and adults) 
to know that we all have our worries.  They will 
come and go, and some will be bigger than others.  
But when we talk about our worries with others, 
when we share each 
other’s burdens, the 
worry doesn’t hold 
power over us.  The 
worry begins to shrink.  
I highly recommend 
this book!   
 
~ Emma  

 

 

mailto:lschimmel@baysidepresby.org
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Stew on This 

Updates on our budgeted “pledge” collections – we are 
at 85%  of budgeted collections as of the end of July.  
That compares to 84% at the end of June and 81% this 
time last year.  Thank you to all.  We are doing well in 
collections this year.  Keep up the great spirit of giving. 

On September 15, 2020 Luanne Wong will step down as 
Treasurer, after many years of doing this challenging 
volunteer job.  Luanne and George want to spend lots of 
quality time with their growing brood of grandchildren.  
Luanne has done a wonderful job, and we should all 
thank her for her many hours of service each week – 
both while at home and in the office.  Taking her place 
are co-Treasurers Ed and Pam Spillman.  The Spillmans 
will have regular office hours on Tuesday and Thursday 
from 10:00 am to noon.  If you need anything related to 
the church’s finances, you can come by to visit during 
those hours, or send an email to 
Treasurer@baysidepresby.org or you can call the church 

office at 460-1188.  If you 
call outside of the 
Spillman’s office hours – 
please leave an email 
address or text number 
(if you have that 
capability) so that we 
may respond quickly.  
We are finding that 
playing “telephone tag” 
doesn’t always get 
results – especially when 

Pam and Ed call from their personal cell phones. 

Luanne will continue to help the new Treasurers in a 
support capacity.  It is requested that we all have 
patience as Pam and Ed learn the “ropes.” 

Ed & Pam Spillman  

A LOOK BEHIND THE CURTAIN 
Specific Missions Program 

 
We have covered administration, property and treasury 
(various programs providing general support and structure to 
the church for all to utilize).  Now we continue to delve into 
the various nuts and bolts of the specific programs operated 
within the church.  This discussion will be Congregational 
Care.   
 

Congregational Care is the Ministry that oversees the nurture, 
care, support and fellowship of the congregation.  As a church 
family we meet the charge expressed in our Mission State-
ment to "provide a supportive, loving, and caring ministry to 
and with one another." 
 

Congregational Care has one of our smaller budgets - $3,200.  
However, they have a large impact on all of us.  Their main 
expense ($1,900) supports the annual picnic – a wonderful 
event held in the Fall as kind of a kickoff to the school year 
and all the other events and activities occurring during the 
months ahead.  They have a “card” ministry ($100) – provid-
ing periodic support to congregants during times of needed 
support.  There is a bereavement team ($500) providing 
church support towards funerals held in our spaces.  And, 
they provide Stephen Ministry support ($450) for our Stephen 
Ministers – providing individual/confidential support for 
those in need.  Lastly, Congregational Care provides the BPC 
congregational directory ($300). 
 

That wraps up this look behind the curtain for Congregational 
Care.  Thanks for your attention.  See you next time. 

Treasurer’s note to our 
generous congregants:  if 
you give a donation to the 
2020 Capital Campaign, 
please note it in the memo 
line of your check. The 
words “Capital” are key, 
because “2020 Pledge” 

could mean your regular church budget 
pledge.  When  giving online, there is no place to 
note that preference, so please send us an email to 
let us know how much you gave for the capital 
campaign – or any other purpose.  If we don’t hear 
from you, or the memo line on the check is blank – 
we assume you are giving to your regular 2020 
pledge.  We want to get those giving statements 
right – according to your wishes, and proper 
accounting for the donation is very important to our 
budget tracking.  If you desire to see your giving 
statement to-date, send us an email, or you can call 
the office to request it, 460-1188.  The Treasurer 
email address is 
treasurer@baysidepresby.org.  Thank you! 

2020 Capitol Campaign 

Bayside Presbyterian Church 

Any amount Here  

Your Signature  

mailto:Treasurer@baysidepresby.org
mailto:treasurer@baysidepresby.org
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Do you have a favorite song that you seem to hum along to 
yourself again and again? Maybe a song that you sing to 
yourself over and over? If the song is so close to our heart, it 
must be meaningful, right?  

One of the hymn suggestions put in the music box is “Leaning 
on the Everlasting Arms” (In the Glory to God hymnal the song 
is #837 “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine.”)  If you are the 
one who suggested this hymn, I can imagine you are humming 
along with me on the refrain: 

“Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms;  
 leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms.” 
 

The repetition of the refrain is a poetic device which makes 
this hymn easy to memorize.  The repetition is called an 
“epistrophe” which you will find in cultures that have their 
roots in the oral tradition. Also, you might notice that the 
phrase “leaning on the everlasting arms” is repeated at the 
end of each phrase in each stanza. After singing all three 
stanzas and the refrain three times that key phrase is easy to 
memorize. 

The stanzas of “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” are based on 
the words from Deuteronomy 33:27, “The eternal God is your 
refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.“ The text 
writer Elisha Hoffman was ordained in 1868 as a pastor in the 
Evangelical Association (The Evangelical Association eventually 
became part of the United Methodist Church.) serving both 
Congregational and Presbyterian churches in Ohio, Michigan, 
and Illinois. Hoffman worked with the publishing arm of the 
Evangelical Association in Cleveland, Ohio, and was the first 
music editor of Hope  Publishing company (1894-1912.) 
Hoffman is a leading publisher of gospel songs. Hoffman 
composed more than 2,000 compositions and compiled nearly 
50 song books and hymnals. “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” 
was first published in 1887 in the Glad Evangel for Revival, 
Camp and Evangelistic Meeting Hymnal. If you love gospel 
hymns, you might recognize these, “Are You Washed in the 
Blood?” and “Down at the Cross” and “Is Your All on the 
Altar?”  

We cannot skip the 
composer,  Antony 
J.  Showalter. Showalter was a 
musician who conducted singing 
schools. He studied music in 
England, France, and Germany 
and served as an elder of First 
Presbyterian Church in Dalton, 
Georgia. Showalter also was 
inspired by the scripture “The 
eternal God is your refuge, and 
underneath are the everlasting 
arms” after hearing the news 
that the wives of two of his 

former pupils had died and were buried the same day. In a 
letter of sympathy, Showalter created a refrain out of the 
scripture. According to hymnologist Carl P. Daw, Jr., it appears 
that the Baptist Hymnal (published 1956) assigned the name 
SHOWALTER as the tune name for this song. An appropriate 
testament to him and his tune, wouldn’t you agree? 

 

1 What a fellowship, what a joy divine, 
leaning on the everlasting arms; 

what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, 
leaning on the everlasting arms. 

Refrain: 
Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms; 
leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 

2 O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, 
leaning on the everlasting arms; 

O how bright the path grows from day to day, 
leaning on the everlasting arms. (Refrain) 

 

3 What have I to dread, what have I to fear, 
leaning on the everlasting arms? 

I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, 
leaning on the everlasting arms. (Refrain) 

The first stanza addresses the joy of God’s presence. 
Hoffman suggests that even in times of death, peace can be 
found. The second stanza compares the Christian faith to a 
pleasant pilgrimage. With the use of the first person 
singular pronoun “I“ in the third stanza, there is no 
confusion about who the speaker is.The refrain from 
Deuteronomy takes on a Christian character in the refrain 
and implies an intimate relationship with Jesus, the friend 
on whom one can lean.  

In these uncertain times, when even the familiar is 
unfamiliar, you can find comfort in the words of this hymn:  

 

What have I to dread, what have I to fear, 
leaning on the everlasting arms? 

I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, 
leaning on the everlasting arms.  

Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms; 
leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 

Find peace in the one who holds you near. 

 

Notes from The Music Wing ~ Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 
Chi Yi Chen Wolbrink 
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        MY THOUGHTS VISION 2020 
Janet Joyce Martin 
August 15, 2020 
 
It is not often that one has 
the opportunity to 
participate in an endeavor 
that not only will bring 
improvement to our 
Sanctuary for all of us to 
enjoy in our lifetimes but 

which also will satisfy the needs and desires of 
those who come after us. 
 
When George Wong invited me to join the Vision 
2020 Working Committee, I felt honored to be 
part of this group. I was given the opportunity 
to make a contribution to this undertaking. The 
Sanctuary is a very special place to all of us, and it 
is incumbent on all who gather here to make it 
the best possible environment in which to express 
our faith though worship. 
 
When we come together for combined worship 
services, the Praise Team is huddled in a small 
corner beside the piano. Their wonderful 
musical talents cannot be fully appreciated. A 
major enlargement of the chancel would solve 
that problem and allow the congregation to 
enjoy their presentations to the fullest degree. 
 
The glorious sounds of a pipe organ filling the 
sanctuary will add a greater spiritual aura to the 
worship experience. Additionally, the clear notes 
of a new Steinway piano will add to the beauty of 
our services. 
 
However, a greater purpose for our project exists. 
While serving on the Vision 2020 committee, I 
have come to understand that our Sanctuary 
can serve as an outreach to the community. It 
would allow us to invite appropriate events to 
use our space. The sanctuary as it now exists 
limits what may be presented. Choral groups 
who would like to perform here are hindered by 

the relatively compact size of the chancel. Pre-
schools events could benefit greatly by having a 
larger chancel space so that all the children 
might be in one area. Special musical concerts 
could be performed here. There are myriad ways 
by which we could reach out to the community if 
the space we could offer were of appropriate size. 
 
These are only some of the reasons I am 
appealing to all of you today to contribute to 
this . It is essential that each and 
every one of us make a gift to this project so 
that we may all share the satisfaction of 
supporting one of the most meaningful building 
events Bayside can undertake. This renovation 
is for the present and for the future. 
Whatever your circumstances, please make a 
gift, however great or small. The amazingly 
generous gifts of the new organ and piano will 
be what the worshipers first see, but without 
the funds to purchase nails, concrete, wood and 
all the other materials needed to provide a 
“home” for those incredible gifts, they would not 
have the special environment they deserve. 
 
We currently have over $325,000 in pledges. 
Our goal is to raise an additional $100,000. 
Congregational participation is at 60%. If we reach 
100% participation we will reach our goal. 
 
Please join us joyfully in this exciting  
venture! Construction has begun! 

      Bayside’s 2020 Vision Update 
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LIVING INTO HOPE 
ROMANS 8:31 
By Rob Baker 

* Have you ever experienced a 
dream come true? 

* Have you ever experienced an 
idea materialize into existence? 

* Have you ever felt the warmth 
of God's grace in your life? 

* Our 2020 Vision offers us the 
opportunity to share all of the above. 

Let me explain: 

In 2015, Rev. Doug Baker (No relation) the Presbyterian 
Missionary liaison for Ireland and the United Kingdom 
was a guest preacher here at Bayside. He spoke of 
“Living into Hope”. He explained that Hope, by itself, is 
not a plan, but if we add a Vision and a Commitment to 
that Vision and Resources (Time, Talent and Treasure) 
and if we invite God's Grace in support of your efforts; 
we have a Plan that ,with God's Grace can work. 

At that time (2015) we were just beginning some long 
range planning (the beginning of our 2020 Vision) and we 
incorporated Rev. Baker's thoughts about “Living into 
Hope” into our planning: 

*We identified the several projects that support 
our Vision. 

*Session accepted the Vision and pledged their 
efforts to see the Vision through to completion. 

*God, as usual, works through the members and 
friends of the Congregation and they responded 

  with Time, Talent and Treasure. 
 

Over the past five years, we have watched as the 
projects of our 2020 vision materialize here at Bayside. 
We are pleased that one of our projects reached across 
the globe to bring “Pure Water” to needy folks in Lima, 
Peru and another project reached into our local 
community to support an apartment for the homeless at 
Virginia Supportive Housing (VSH). And we were 
overwhelmed with joy when we recognize that three of 
the projects that we identified 5 years ago in 2015 are 
enabling God's work here at Bayside to continue during 
the current pandemic: Streaming Video of our Services of 

Worship, Electronic giving of pledges and our Security 
system. 

 

But, the 2020 Vision is not yet complete. 

 

The resources necessary to complete our 2020 Vision 
(less than $100,000) are not yet in hand. While the Piano 
and Organ are funded, the resources to complete the 
upgrades to the Sanctuary have not yet been pledged. 
The 2020 Working Group is well aware of the challenging 
decisions and limited resources that we all face as the 
pandemic runs its course and the dilemma that each of 
us faces as we consider our personal response to this 
request for funds. The 2020 Working Group recognizes 
and rejoices in the generous contributions from over half 
of the congregation but, many of us are missing the joy 
of participating in a dream come true and the warmth of 
Gods grace. To those who ache for a bright spot in the 
midst of a dreary summer and long for the warmth of 
God's grace, please consider a contribution or a pledge 
to the 2020 Vision fund. It works, trust me.  

 

No contribution or pledge is too small. We accept all gifts 
and God fits them together to serve His purpose. 

That's what God does! 

ROMANS 8:18 

      Bayside’s 2020 Vision Update 
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A Picture Update on the Sanctuary Renovations 
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Welcome to the 2020 – 2021 Preschool and Kindergarten school year!  
All the teachers have an exciting year planned for the children.  It will 
be a great year of fun activities with our talented staff, dedicated par-
ents and wonderful children.  I would like to welcome back our Spanish 
Teacher, Senorita Mercedes, who will work with the 3’s, 4’s and kinder-
garten classes each week.  Our Science Teacher, Jody Ullmann will be 

returning to work with the 4’s and kindergarten classes once a month.  Chapel Time and Music with Mrs. Chi Yi is 
scheduled for Wednesdays and Thursdays where the children will be learning about children’s Bible Stories.   

My office door is always open if you have any questions, suggestions or for a visit, please feel welcome to stop by.  My 
email is preschool@baysidepresby.org and my phone number is 464-0292. 

Kathy Armstrong 

 

 

 

In Person Worship has returned!  

Sunday Mornings at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall 

Yes!  We have returned to in person worship!   However, due to Covid-19, and the restrictions we need to 
follow, worship will look a bit different.   
Attendance—Based on social distancing guidelines and the size of the Fellowship Hall we can only accommo-
date up to 80 people.  
 

On-Line Registration—Look for an email in the early part of the week to register for in-person worship.  You 
only need to register if you plan on attending that particular week.   If you have problems registering call the 
church office and we can help!  
 

Arrival—everyone will enter through the doors near Ewell Road and will exit through the fellowship doors.  
 

Masks—Masks must be worn at all times, if you don’t have one or forgot yours, we will provide you with one. 
  

Restrooms—restrooms will be closed—if an emergency arises the handicap restrooms are available.  
 

Childcare—there will not be any childcare offered at this time.  
 

No Public Singing—We will have music during worship, but we will not be singing.    Take time to listen to the 
music and hear the words.  
 

Congregating before or after worship— Arrive 10 minutes before service begins.   As much as we all would 
like to catch up with one another, please do not congregate within the building.  

 

You can still join us online for worship as well!  

Worship will live stream at 10:00 am on our Facebook Page.  

Worship will be uploaded onto YouTube, later in the day,  

once worship is completed.   

 

mailto:preschool@baysidepresby.org
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Congratulations to the Class of 2023 Elders! 
Russ Brown 
I first became acquainted with BPC in 1985 
when the then pastor, Dick Keever, 
ministered to my mother and our family at 
the time of her illness/death. My sister 
contacted Hospice for a minister 
recommendation. They suggested Dr. 
Keever as he worked with BPC’s community 
outreach ministry. After my mother’s death 

I started attending BPS regularly with my fiancé, Bonnie 
Brockwell. Dr. Keever married us in the church in April 1986. 
We eventually joined the church in 1987.  Preferred Church 
service - 11 AM 
2 Children grown and on their own. The millennial & Gen Z still 
living @ home. Madison will be a senior @ JMU in the fall. 
Wes recently graduated from GMU and plans to enter law 
enforcement after vision correction eye surgery in August.  
Russ has owned his own insurance adjusting business since 
retiring from GAB in 2006. 

He is a Vietnam Vet who was boots on the ground 1968-1969 - 
served 2 years in Army artillery.  

Family: Russell T. Brown, Jr – Charlotte, NC; Andrea Manion – 
Louisville, KY; Wesley Brown – Virginia Beach ; Madison Brown 
- Virginia Beach  
Church Activities:  Over the past years I have served on 
various ministries (Witness, Property, Evangelism, Finance) 
Counted church donations many times; Helped feed the 
homeless; Worked on Choir scenery for special events; Youth 
yard clean-up for shut-ins, etc.; Helped with youth recycle 
events; Served Communion away from church – shut-ins and 
assisted living facilities. 
Active Elder: 2007-2010  and 2015-2108 
 

Benjamin A. Hubbard 
 I was born into the Ocean View 
community of Norfolk and am proud of 
that heritage. After graduating from 
Princess Anne High School and the 
College of William and Mary, I was 
commissioned into the Army, spent two 
years on active duty and another 8 years 
in the Army National Guard Field 

Artillary.   After completing my law degree, I practiced for 45 
years with the law firm of Outland, Gray, O’Keefe and Hubbard 
and have recently become associated with the law firm of 
Pender and Coward, P.C. 
My wife, Mary, and I have two daughters, Cheryl who lives in 
Richmond and Jennifer who lives in Charlottesville, and 5 
grandchildren.   
Having grown up in South Hampton Roads and returning after 
law school, I have been a member of 3 Presbyterian churches 
in the area:  Ocean View (where my grandfather was a 
founding member), Great Bridge, and now Bayside.    

 
Mindy Liebau 
 My name is Melinda Anne Liebau, but I go 
by Mindy.  My maiden name was McGuire.  
I was born in California when my dad was 
stationed there for training for the Navy.   I 
grew up in the United Methodist church, 
met my husband, Bob Liebau,  in an 
Episcopal church, got married in a 

Methodist church, had our first child baptized in a Lutheran 
church and our second in a Methodist church and we have 
been members of Methodist and Presbyterian churches over 
the course of our marriage.  We have two children, Cooper 
Liebau (he lives in Texas and is married to Nan, with three 
sons, Reeves, Mercer and Spaid) and Stephanie Liebau (single 
and living in Alexandria), both are Civil Engineers.   
 
We moved to this area without jobs, knowing that my dad 
wanted us to be closer to him as he moved to Westminster 
Canterbury with my stepmom.  We did not grow up in this 
area, but it is where he retired with my mom, who has since 
passed away.    I am currently a math teacher at Green Run 
Collegiate, an IB school within Green Run High School.   I have 
a bachelor’s degree from Virginia Tech in Elementary 
Education with a concentration in mathematics, a Masters in 
Instructional Technology from George Mason and certification 
as a Math Specialist from William and Mary.   
 

I was very involved with my youth group growing up, so much 
so that we still have reunions every year.  I held different 
offices in MYF.  When I went to college I got involved with 
Canterbury, the Episcopal college group and from that worked 
at summer camps at St. George’s Episcopal camps.   Jobs I 
have held as an adult include secretarial work, working in 
Mortgage loans, teaching kindergarten, third, and fifth/sixth 
grades, as well as teaching in high school (Algebra, Geometry, 
Algebra 2, Trig. And Yearbook).  I have been a preschool 
teacher and preschool director at 2 different churches and a 
youth director/Christian Education director. I have worked at 
outdoor camps and art camps for elementary kids, and at a 
farm during the fall season, helping with the outdoor activities.    

My volunteer jobs have included working at a homeless 
shelter, as well as being part of the homeless shelter board, 
being the photographer/gopher and slide show creator at a 
Christian workcamp before becoming the director, being the 
secretary of the homeowners association where we used to 
live, and a secretary for the civic league for our neighborhood 
here, and working with the youth group, teaching Sunday 
School and being the Sunday School Superintendent.   
 
 
 
 

Continued on next page.  
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Outside of work and volunteering, I love being outside 
(although I have to watch my sun exposure after being 
diagnosed with melanoma and other skin cancers) walking, 
running, kayaking, swimming and working in the yard.  I enjoy 
baking, knitting, reading (when there is time) and spending 
time with friends and family.   
We have always been involved in the churches that we attend, 
but have not found our niche here yet.  Our jobs are different 
here and seem to be more demanding, plus, we don’t have 
kids at home, so it seems to be more difficult to jump in.  I look 
forward to the opportunity to get more involved and to serve 
the church in whatever capacity works.   
 

Connie Schreiber  
I was born in Boston, lived in a few other 
places, before we settled in St. Louis where I 
was raised in a happy family  attending First 
Presbyterian Church of Kirkwood where I was 
confirmed and married. I had been baptized 
at  St .Mark’s  Lutheran church in Steeleville, 
Illinois where my grandparents attended and 
where my father grew up.  I graduated from 

U. of New Mexico and earned my Masters in Social Work at St. 
Louis University. I met my future husband, Mark,  at Malcolm 
Bliss Mental Health Center where he was a Psychiatrist in his 
residency and I was a psychiatric social worker. We got 
married in 1976 and had a great opportunity to live in 
Edinburgh, Scotland for a short time. I worked as a research 
assistant, while Mark had a research project of his own. 
Scotland was a wonderful experience. We attended John 
Knox’s church regularly.  We came back to St.Louis and in 1978 
we moved to Virginia Beach and had our first baby.  We visited 
Bayside Presbyterian Church and joined in February 1979. I 
took a long break from social work as we raised our five 
children (Vanessa, Laura, Charlie, Anne, and John). I was 
involved in my Kings Daughters circle, Scouting,  and  on 
PTA  at each school our children attended. I especially enjoyed 
friends, traditions and the many volunteer opportunities at 
Bayside Presbyterian. As the kids got older I started teaching 
Preschool at All Saints’ Day School and loved doing  that for 14 
years. Some of our best Bayside memories 
included  participating  in the resettlement of three refugee 
families (Cambodian, Bosnian, and Vietnamese) along with a 
dedicated group of volunteer over the years.  Our whole family 
got involved in this truly rewarding undertaking. I have served 
on session three times in our almost 42 years here and have 
worked on several ministries; Witness, Congregational Care, 
and Community Service which is dearest to my heart. We are 
now blessed with five wonderful grandchildren and 
opportunities to travel. We have been blessed in so many ways 
at Bayside. I look forward to serving our church by doing a 
fourth term on session. 
 
 
 
 

Karyn Simonelli  
I grew up in Western Pennsylvania where 
my family attended Highland Presbyterian 
Church.  My parents were married there, I 
was baptized there, and I was confirmed 
there.  I attended college at the College of 
Wooster in Wooster, Ohio and graduate 
school at George Mason University.  In 
1994, I moved to Virginia Beach to teach 

for VBCPS; I just completed my 26th year of teaching English 
for the district.  I also work as an adjunct instructor at TCC.  I 
met my husband, Bryan, in Virginia Beach, and we have three 
daughters:  Alexis, Jordan, and Megan.  We also recently 
welcomed our first grandchild, Hudson Lee.  Our younger 
daughters are active in the church youth group, and Alexis has 
worked in childcare for the church.  We happily live in 
Thoroughgood, cheer for Pittsburgh sports, and enjoy 
watching our kids learn, grow, and thrive through the guidance 
and love they receive from the schools, the community, and 
Bayside Presbyterian Church.  I joined Bayside in 2004 and 
became an active member of Circle 4 and a member of the bell 
choir.    

 
Caroline Tetschner 
Caroline is a retired Navy Commander 
(USNR) and in her civilian job, worked for 
many years as a reporter and anchor for 
NPR and PBS. She is currently a part-time 
teacher for Virginia Beach Public Schools. 
Caroline, her husband John Fedorowicz 
and daughter Abigail (Abby) Fedorowicz 
moved to the area from Great Lakes in 
2009 when John was transferred for active 

duty orders to Norfolk. John is also a retired Navy Commander 
and is currently a chemistry teacher at Indian River High in 
Chesapeake while Abby is a senior at the Visual and 
Performing Arts Academy at Salem High. Caroline and her 
family enjoy volunteering for various organizations including 
delivering meals on wheels to seniors and fostering homeless 
dogs for K9 Justice League and Norfolk Animal Control. Having 
attended Bayside as a congregant for the past several years, 
Caroline is excited to participate as an upcoming Elder to 
further serve our church community. 

 
Braden Wicks  
My name is Braden Wicks; former 
elementary school teacher turned 
director of child development of 
the two redheads you often see 
roaming the halls of Bayside.  I am 
married to Matt Wicks, and the 
aforementioned gingers, Hannah 
and Sam, are our world. Outside of 

attempting to raise two children to be prepared for the world, 
I also enjoy running, the beach, and educating others about 
wine.   

Congratulations continued . . .  
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I grew up in Great Bridge and attended Great Bridge 
Presbyterian.  I served on the regional youth council and 
participated in all things youth related!  After college, I was 
welcomed at First Presbyterian Church in Norfolk.  There I 
became active with the young adults group and met a cute 
surfer. We were both involved in bible study and other fun 
gatherings with the friends and many years later decided 
maybe we kind of "had a thing" for each other.  Matt (the 
surfer) and I were married at First Pres and that was our 
church family when Hannah was born.   
Two years later, we welcomed Sam to the world and decided 
Bayside Presbyterian was a good fit for our family.  Lesley Parr, 
my best friend, and I met at Makemie Woods and she 
introduced me to many families that are still active at 
Bayside.  Matt and I made the decision to attend Bayside 
because we already knew many families and our children were 
very welcomed into the nursery.  In our time at Bayside, the 
kids have attended preschool and kindergarten. And it warms 
my heart that they think of our church as their home, as they 
are (or used to be pre-Covid) there six days a week! Also, I 
have volunteered with the Living Nativity, NEST, WOW, and 
VBS.   
I am honored God called me to serve and look forward to my 
time on session.  I pray God uses me, and other session 
members, to bring the best decisions for the future of 
Bayside!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to Tom Weeks and Mike Raymer who have agreed 
to stay on for one more year to fill two unexpired terms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Elder Training  
 

New Elder Training will be held on three consecutive 
Wednesday evenings in September at 6:00 pm.  

 
September 16 & 23 will be held via Zoom. 

September 30 in person in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

New Elders, if you haven’t done so already, don’t forget 
to pick up your training materials in the church office. 

 
  

 
 

Congratulations continued . . .  
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Daily Bible 

Reading 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 

 9:30 Staff   
          Mtg 
 2:00 Blood Drive  
          Haygood  
          Methodist  
          Church  
 7:00 Ministry 
          Meetings 

2 
 
 
 
 
5:00 Preschool 
     Orientation 

3 
 

Skyscraper  
Day  

4 
National  

Newspaper 
Carrier Day.  

5 
World  

Beard Day  

6 

10:00 Worship  
  with Communion 
 
Read a Book Day  

7 Office Closed 8  9:30 Staff   

          Mtg 
International  
Literacy Day  

9 Preschool 
     Opens 

10 
Swap Ideas 

Day 

11 12 
Chocolate 

Milkshake Day 

13 
10:00 Worship  
 

National Peanut 
Day  

14 
National 

Cream Filled  
Donut Day 

15 
9:30 Staff   
          Mtg 

 
 
7:00 Session 

16 
National  

Play Doh Day  

17 
 

18 
National  

Cheeseburger 
Day  

19 
International 

Talk like a  
Pirate Day  

20 
10:00 Worship  
 
National Women’s  

Friendship Day  

21 
 

22 
9:30 Staff   
          Mtg 
 
First day of Fall  

23 
Checkers Day  

24 
National  

Cherry Jubilee 
Day  

25 
National  

Comic Book  
Day  

26 
Johnny  

Appleseed 
Day  

27 
10:00 Worship  
 

Crush a Can Day  

28 
 

 

29 
9:30 Staff   
          Mtg 

30 
National Mud 

Pack Day  

Special holi-
days were 
taken from; 
http://
www.holidayinsi
ghts.com/
moreholidays/
september.htm  

  

http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/september.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/september.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/september.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/september.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/september.htm
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01-Sep Katie Grant 

 Maggie Hammond 

02-Sep Clara Basnight 

 Alex James 

 Allison McLeod 

04-Sep Hank Lowery 

 Jennifer Taylor 

 Barrett Tharrington 

05-Sep William Channel 

06-Sep Patrick Long 

07-Sep Ed Fournier 

08-Sep Katie Dunstan 

09-Sep Leslie Parr 

10-Sep Christopher Dollahon 

11-Sep John Boynewicz 

 Russ Brown 

12-Sep Rhonda Bertholf 

 Celia Golden 

 Pamela Taylor 

 Larry Wehr 

13-Sep Rob Spann 

14-Sep Mildred Schmitt 

15-Sep Jasmine Henry 

 Elizabeth Kerr 

04-Sep Sue & Joe Harper 

07-Sep George & Luanne Wong 

 Ellie & Jacqob Velasquez Ruiz 

09-Sep Scott & Sandra Hatch 

11-Sep Steve & Terri Wilkins 

 Yunbyeong Chae & Nayoung Lim 

14-Sep Andrea & Thomas Hennessy 

 Mike & Janet Straddeck 

17-Sep Clint & Peggy Damuth 

18-Sep Rob & Jennifer Costello 

19-Sep Richard & Nancy Guy 

20-Sep Jonathan & Nathalie Bobst 

22-Sep Lanelle & Waleed Hawa 

24-Sep Jennifer & Anthony Taylor 

27-Sep Joe & Heather Ussery III 

16-Sep Katheryn Creech 

17-Sep Kay Niman-Meyers 

20-Sep Tim Hooker 

21-Sep Mary Jo Kennedy 

22-Sep Mary Jane Borchers 

23-Sep Corey Anderson 

 Emily Davis 

24-Sep Shelba Bossom 

 Susan Markley 

26-Sep Graydon Andrews 

 Larry Chewning 

 Jim Murdoch 

27-Sep Dot Fournier 

 Zoe Sizemore 

28-Sep Anthony Peters 

29-Sep William Bertholf IV 

 Meredith Bronder 

 Paul Culbertson 

 Suzanne Quackenbush 

30-Sep Brandon Scott 

 Karyn Simonelli 

 Luanne Wong 

September Celebrations 

    B i r t h d a y s       A n n i v e r s a r i e s      
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September 7 

 

Bayside Presbyterian Church  
1400 Ewell Road 
Virginia Beach, VA  23455 
757-460-1188 
www.baysidepresby.org 

We are a covenant community of Christ’s people seeking to know and do the will of God.  
Changing lives.  Growing Christian disciples.  Living God’s word.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Bayside Presbyterian Men’s Organization  

is resuming their Tuesday & Saturday Bible Studies!  
Meeting place will be outside in the grassed triangular 

area (near the gazebo) , bring a chair and your own 
breakfast—and while you’re at it, bring a friend!   

 

Tuesday Morning 
September 8 & 22 @ 8:00 am  

Open Discussion  
 

Saturday Morning 
September 12 & 26 @ 7:30 am  

The book of Acts 

Three Ways to Worship with Us! 

 
In-Person at 10 am  

(Contact church office for more details) 

 
Live on our Facebook page at 10 am  

 
Later in the day on our YouTube page. 

 
Go to our website for more details  

https://www.baysidepresby.org/  
 

https://www.baysidepresby.org/

