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Bayside Presbyterian Church
Building Phases — for our present location of 1400 Ewell Road

Vision Il (Initial Construction): 1964

e Pastor: Rev. John E. Johnson

e Plot of land: 5 acres valued at $17,000; recorded in Deed Book 677, Page
602. Was a gift from Norfolk Presbytery (now called Presbytery of Eastern
Virginia).

e Financed through the sale of $112,750 in bonds (mostly to church members)
offering interest of 5%; along with a bank loan of $60,000 at 6% interest. Also
used the proceeds from the sale of the previous church building (intersection
of Bradford and Rutherford Roads) to Gospel Assembly Church for $30,000.
Sale of old church took place March 3, 1964.

e Total indebtedness was about $255,000.

e Groundbreaking — August 18, 1963; Mrs. William Graham, Jr., President of the
Women of the Church (now called Presbyterian Women) turned the first
spadeful of dirt. Total membership at that time: 227.

e William N. Stokes was the Chairman of the Building Committee; Virgil M.
Hopkins was the Associate Chairman of the Building Committee; J. A. Holland
was the Chairman of Finance; Williams & Tazewell were the Architects; J. L.
Smith Corp. was the General Contractor; Winebarger Corporation was in
charge of pews and pulpit furniture.

e Cornerstone laid on June 21, 1964 — the first Sunday we occupied the church

e Building dedicated on July 12, 1964

AsThe 1964 footprint was essentially a “T” shape (see picture below) — a smaller
Sanctuary in the middle with wings on either side for the classrooms/offices. The
Sanctuary had a capacity of about 420 on the main floor. It was not as large as it is
today — just the two main columns of benches, not four. The Sanctuary had a choir
loft but it was only accessible through a stairway in the Narthex. The only deviation
to this T-shape was the Fellowship Hall which jutted out from the wing on the Ewell
Road side of the building. The Fellowship Hall was then an open space in what we
currently use as partitioned class/meeting rooms opposite our current kitchen. There
were 18 classrooms. The office was where the Library is now, and the Minister’s
office was where the Bride’s room is now. The kitchen was next to the Boiler room in
the room where we now store tables and chairs. There was no air conditioning in
the building. There were only two sets of men’s/women’s bathrooms — one set in
each wing. In viewing an aerial picture of the building, it appears that only the two
“inner” parking lots (closest to the church) were paved.
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BAYSIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

. <. eriends of Baysive ireshyterian Church:

We have opportunity to express our love and loyalty to Christ and His Church by supporting our
new building plans in:

d: Special gifts to the building fund in addition to our gifts to the general fund and benevolences .

2. Memorials (to be discussed with the minister if desired).

3. The purchase of church investment bonds which will eam 5% interest for the investor. Bonds will
be available at $5000, §1000, $500, $250, $100, and $50, to be selected from accompanying lists.

Investment bonds are negotiable instruments and may be traded, sold, given away or deposited
as collateral by the owner. They are legal and binding obligations on the part of the church to re-
pay a certain amount at a specified time. Coupons are detachable and may be cashed when interest is
due. A sinking fund will be set up to handle the bonds for anyone in special emergency.

Some are using their borrowing power st the bank or with insurance policies to assist in this
worthy cause at no cost to themselves. They are able to bomrow at 5% or less; and they will receive
5% interest on the.church bonds.

We earnestly hope that every family will participate in this special effort to witness for Christ in
this area.
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I. SANCTUARY
a. Size 45-0" x 66'-0"
b. Seating Capacity
Main Floor 420
Choir 40
Total 460
¢. Expandable in future to seat 634
d. Provisions will be made for futare air conditioning

II. EDUCATIONAL SPACE
a. 18 Classrooms
b. Will accomodate 350 - 400 pupils
¢. Expandabdle in future to accomodate 600 -700 pupils

III. FELLOWSHIP SPACE
a. Room Size 40'-0" x 36°-0*
b. Will accomodate 150 people seated &t tables
c. Expandable in future to accomodate 250 people at
tables and provide a stage.

IV. OFFICE SPACE
a. Minister's Stody 13'-0° x 17°-07
b. General Office  14'-07 x 20'-07
¢. Library 13’-07 x 14’-07
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Groundbreaking —August 18, 1963

Church Dedication (July 12, 1964)
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Bayside Presbyterian Church
1564,
Church History,

SERVICE OF DEDICATION

of the

BAYSIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Fweil Road ar Independence Boulevard

Vinginia Beach, Virginia

July 12, 1964

Eleven O’clock in the Morning

J- E. Jounson, Mauster

A day to be remembered!



file:///Volumes/Bayside%20Website/Current%20BPC%20Website/history/history_images/CB_Vision2_Dedication1_f1.jpg




THE SEXVICE OF DEDICATION

THE ORCAN PRELUDE-"D Jear tby Josful Ticinge!* Back
Mis Rey A Tophee, Organist

THE CALL TO WORss P

THE FROCISSIONAL ITYMN No. 858

INVOCATION AND THE LORDS FRAYER
Plese veoain ftanding aud jein i cbe 1906k Puslonl
Moke s jeytel moise to tae Leed, 2l the ladil
Sarve the Loed with gladosa!
Cocme Into by presesce wils sioglag!
Kaow chat ke Loed is Goc
It is Re Chan xusde uy, anz! wy are his;
We are bis peopde, and the shzep of bia
Enver his gaves with thanksgiving, and Bk cours with prabe!
Give aak: 19 him, bics bis same!

For the Lomd i good; bis wesdlnt love endures facever,
Asd bis Seithinlnes e ol geeeration:

THE GLORIA PATRI

Plewre remein standiey, Jor the aved:
[ octiove in God e Felbey Almigluy, Daker of Hoawen aned Eanth,
and In Jesas Cirks, Fis ondy Soe our Lend Who was axeeived by
the Hely Ghaet boen of the Virgin Mary, suflered undos Poatiss
Pibee, was crscified, dead snet barled: 1Te descended Eam hell: the
hied day He rese agés (rom the dexh Me amended oo Heaven
ad dueth sa O right lsnd of Ged €0 Fatter Almiglny; from
therec He thall aoene to midge ie quick mnd the dead

1 Lelisse ia e Haly Glost, the Hhdy Cagholic Chwedh, the Coms
munica of Salou, e Sagivenan of sing the raaurnction of the
body, and che 1 svwhiiop Anes

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESYON: | Kings w2530

THE GALL TO PRAVER

ANTHEMN BY THE CHOLR: “Healt s the Rus k™ Lodog M, Lindanen

My, Charaney Gennen, Gt Salos!
PRESENTATION OF TTITHLES AND OFFLRINGS
THE DOXOLOGY AND THE DEDICATORY FRATER

Fleaswe vemaln sunding foe the Lioey of Dedionrion:

Micnier: 2o the glary of Crad, and af Mis Yom, Jeavs Chlst ovr Lord,

People:  We dedicate $hs chureh.

Minbier:  To che end that ths zouped of Tanw Gheis may be prockeined o
the sauing grece of ell peoples,

Peogle:  [Fe dedicale thu chaorcl.

Miaiger hnMﬂﬂv&cMﬂolbnﬂwmmm‘
from o b ond spiriluel prarer io
Jhce e s fre uris,

People:  We dodicate thir cirerch

Minser To the ond 0han loow sy dasald i huves hirtr aod thel peo
My oy 1o i fosce, wVA fwatice, Aosor avd diguady,

Poaphe.  W's dedicate ihie cmerch

Minmzr: To (he end that the Chared of Jems Clyist ov Sertk
ome, sven e God tie Yalker, God the faw, MGMM‘?I«)
wm One,

Pogpla:  Wu dasticals this ahunod,

Minidier:  Lo2 ax poay

All: O nwst procaws Gad, olans the Hoswn of Hesvew cunuo! cos

i pamn-? wccepl Liee dedication of thu fo Fivy w1
wice; and grend that all sahe ! el upuo Tb\:'k:ﬂf wol;,

du‘p Thee v :pm( and trath, end n Lieir &m ey lﬂb
Thy prmire; through fasss Chvist oo Lord,

HyMn No, 119
THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Xphodan: 3:1148

THE SERNON: “The Ganrch's Marching Orders™
T Rev, Sanwed D MeCanenon, Jr.

Pxncutive Seareiacy, the Prabytery of Neefok
HYMN No. 0

THETOSTLUDE

The Srwens by e Sancaa sy (Al waviig wire oo bn Sy amd M. B Wanes
00y, e O Dhoey of Ged xad (e remeny of kaed awe

Architectural Description
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Bayside Presbyterian Church
1400 Ewell Road
Virginia Beach, Virginia

AN
OUR NEW CHURCH

Cur new church is of contemporary
architecture in which the best of the past
is combined with materials of the present
10 meet the needs of the preseatin preparation
for the future. Preliminary to our plans, a
careful study was made of THE ARCHI-
TECTURAL SETTINC FOR REFORMED

WORSHIP, prepared by James H. Nichols
and Leomug JP Trinterud, and published

by the Iresbytery of Chicago, United
Presbyterian  Church, USA. Copics of this

are in our church library.

The cross in the sanctuary is of gold
leaf. The Celtic Cross Is the distinguishing
mark of a Presbyterian church. The drcle—
the endless circle—is the symbol of eterpal
life and of Cod’s unending love. The cross
is the symbol of Christ’s redemptive love.

The planters on either side bring life
into the sanctuary from God’s creation.

The laitices and crossbars rise abuve
the planters to accentuate the beight of the
centrel panc! end to emphasize the cross.

The Latin word for lattices is “‘cancelli”
from which comes our woid “chancel”. In
early churches the chancel was enclosed with
lattices or crossbars. It 1s that part of the
church reserved for the clergy; it is all of
that part of the church which is beyond
the nave.

In our new church there is added
significance in where the lattices are placed.
Instead of separating the minister from the
congregation, they are placed In the back-
ground, allowing the minisier to be closer
to the congregation. Stll, the lastices give
their name to the chancel area.

The Holy Table, or Communion Table,
is a reminder of the presence of Christ in
the breaking of bread together. The Sacra-
ment of the Lord’s Supper was instituted by
Christ “‘on the in which He was
betrayed” In most Presbyterian churches
this sacramentis celebrated on theflrst Sunde
of each quarter. However, the Bread of Life
in the Word of God is broken each Sabbath.
The Holy Table is a symbol of God’s grace
&s It comes to us through Christ.

The baptismal font is designed in the
form of a dove in flight. The dove is the
symbol of the Holy Spirit which descended
upon Jesus at baptism. (Matthew 3:16) The

cly Spirit represeats the new life from
baptism Into Church of Jesus Christ.

The pulpit is designed as the bow of

a ship or boat. In maritime nations. like
Norway and Sweden, the pulpits in churches
are designed like the bow of a ship. Ours
Is the greatest maritime nation of all time.
Our church is situated near where ships
from all parts of the world come and go.
Some of the members of our congregation
“go down to the sea in ships™. All of this
makes the design of our pulpit very
significant. Most slﬁggicun, however, is that
it resembles Peter’s boat. (Luke5:1-11)Could
anything be more firting, more traditional,
than 2 pulpit s like Pater’s boat from
which Jesus p and taught the people
on the beach. Peter’s boat is older than the
cross and the Holy Table. Note also that
the pulpit resembles hands at prayer. So,
100, Soes the roof of the church,

The letters IHS in the antependium, or
pulpit covering, are the first three letters
of the name JESUS in Greek. (The Greek
letter for our ‘e’ is written like our ‘h’.)

A church was once likened to a shi
turned upside down; and so the maia body

of the church where people are seated received

its name from the word for ship. This part
of the church is called the nave. It extends
from the railing in front of the first pew
to the narthex. The Holy Table and the
pulpit in the chancel, and the pews in the
nave of our church are of African mahogany,
stained walnut, Qur church seats 460.

The dominant shades of blue in the
windows convey the spirimal.

In early Christian churches the narthex
was a separate part of the church in which
catechisms were heard and penitents were
received. It was near the entrance and was
scparated from the rest of the church by
& raillng or screen. In our church the narthex
is completely separated from the nave and
serves to shut out the notses and cares of
the world from the quiet of the sanctuary.
When le pass through the narthex and
enter Lge nave conversation ceases as hearts
and minds are joined in worship.

Plan to be seated in the pew at least
five minutes before eleven, pray silently, and
“think on these things”.

Construction Pictures
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