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For use with Lesson Six of the

2016–2017 PW/Horizons Bible study, 

Who Is Jesus? What a Difference a Lens Makes

by Judy Yates Siker

Sowers and Seeds 
and Weeds and Deeds

Scripture: Hebrews 12:1–2

Two years ago I facilitated a retreat with several

colleagues for students ages 15 to 24 years old. 

It was an exciting weekend, focused on

understanding spirituality and faith in

conversation with multiple intersections of

identity, including race, class, gender, and

sexuality. Many of our students felt left out of

the church—driven out, even. 

We spent two days learning about each other

and claiming our space in the church. As we

learned one another’s stories, we laughed and

cried together, encouraged and affirmed one

another, and began to write a new story about

our belonging in the Presbyterian Church

(U.S.A.). 

We called the retreat Holy Imagination, and we

dared to dream that those who had felt left out

of the church might understand themselves as

the center of the church, loved by God, made

whole by grace.

As our weekend came to a close, one of our

pastor colleagues led us in worship and

communion. He broke the bread and poured

the cup, just as Jesus had done for his disciples

so long ago. And then he offered an unusual

invitation to the table:

One day in the future, you will have a day

when you are tired and sad and angry and

broken, and you will long for a place to go

where you know you are loved. On that day,

go to a church, any church, where they serve

the bread and the cup, and take communion

with that church. And in the doing of that, you

will be connected to all of the other times

when Christians have gathered to eat and

drink together. You will be connected to the

first time, when Jesus ate his last supper with

the disciples and drank wine together from

the cup. And you will be connected to this

night, right now, in a cabin in the woods,

where you are gathered with people who love

you deeply. On that day in the future, take

communion wherever you are and remember

this time and place, just as you remember

Christ, and know that you were loved then,

you are loved now, and you are loved always.

What an extraordinary cloud of witnesses we

gathered that weekend! What an extraordinary

cloud of witnesses Christ gathered in that first

last supper! What an extraordinary cloud of

witnesses was gathered in the eons before

Christ, all the way back to the first faithful

wanderers in the wilderness! What a gift we

receive in the great cloud of faithful witnesses

before us, including Jesus, who ran this race

before us. 
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1. Who is in your great cloud of witnesses? Who are the faithful who have nourished your faith and

encouraged you?

2. Hebrews 11 lists some of the faithful who came before us in the Old Testament/Hebrew

scriptures. Who in our great cloud of biblical witnesses inspires you?

3. What does it mean to you that Jesus has run the race before us?

Katie Mulligan is an ordained teaching elder in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and a graduate of Princeton

Theological Seminary. She works with youth and families in and around Trenton, New Jersey. She is a regular blogger

at http://insideouted.blogspot.com.
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