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For use with Lesson Eight of the

2016–2017 PW/Horizons Bible study, 

Who Is Jesus? What a Difference a Lens Makes

by Judy Yates Siker

The Path or A Path? 

BY KATIE MULLIGAN
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Scripture: Galatians 4:23–29

Last year, on a college campus, I gathered with col-

leagues and students from various faith traditions to

have a conversation about religion and finding

meaning in life. The counseling center had reached

out to us because so many students were struggling

with finding purpose and meaning. We thought that

together we could offer a place to start.  

We Protestants brought a labyrinth and offered

meditation and prayer as an option. Perhaps, we

suggested, listening to the movement of the Spirit in

a contemplative way might offer insight. Away from

the busy-ness of the day, in communion with others,

we suggested they might hear a still, small voice

speaking, the voice of the Spirit, Christ’s call, the

Creator’s whisper.

The rabbi who joined us for the conversation offered

a more pragmatic perspective. He said that in

Judaism, there are many paths to righteous living,

and that it isn’t expected that all people would

attempt all of those paths. Rather, each individual

follows that path to God which settles upon them

through custom, passion, circumstance and 

opportunity. 

Some might study scripture extensively and teach or

advise others. Others might find their way through

long hours of prayer. Still others might simply “live a

good life,” observing their religious customs and

being kind and just to others. This last path was the

simple injunction to believe in God, live a good life,

care for other people and observe the customs of 

the people. 

As I read the Galatians passage for Lesson Eight, I

remembered this gentle gathering. I struggled to

reconcile the harshness of that passage with the

kindness of the rabbi. I wondered what he thought

of this passage, full of references to persecution and

driving people out. As I read that passage, I was dis-

mayed at the way it created an enemy of people of

other faith traditions (including Judaism and Islam,

to whom we claim kinship). 

To be sure, our Christian scriptures and shared

Hebrew scriptures contain the commandment to

love and care for neighbor and stranger. But our

scriptures also show us that our ancestors in faith

struggled with what it meant to live faithfully, par-

ticularly when an outsider’s traditions collided with

their own. One important approach is understand-

ing the historical context and thoroughly exploring

the passage.

Our world today includes so many faith traditions

beyond Judaism and Christianity—Islam, Hinduism,

pagan traditions, Buddhism, native spiritualities and

others. All of these traditions call for respect for oth-

ers. As Christians living in a diverse world, let us
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Questions

1. If you have friends, colleagues or acquaintances who adhere to other faith traditions, do you talk with

them about faith, spirituality, scripture or worship? What could you do to open such conversations? 

2. What is your level of knowledge about other faith traditions? If you were to explore a di�ferent faith

tradition in depth, which one would you choose, and why? 

3. How does listening to others talk about their faith change how you understand yours? How has it o�fered

you other insights to who Jesus is?

Katie Mulligan is an ordained teaching elder in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and a graduate of Princeton Theological

Seminary. She works with youth and families in and around Trenton, New Jersey. She is a regular blogger

at�http://insideouted.blogspot.com.

remain mindful and respectful of others’ beliefs,

modeling Jesus’ love for all.

I shared table with the rabbi last week at a

Thanksgiving gathering on campus. He offered the

blessing for the food, I offered the benediction for the

journey. In the middle, we spoke of our families and

loved ones, our ministries and congregations. We

blessed each other’s lives, then we went back out to

find meaning and purpose in our work. So may it be

with you.


