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Back

Every day we have is a gift from God. It is
easy to get distracted by the busyness of life, to-do
lists, career demands, schoolwork, family concerns,
that we forget or overlook the gift of each new day.
I am by nature an eternal optimist, sure there are
times when I get discouraged by the news of the day
or distracted by what is going on around me, but for
the most part I tend to focus on the positive and
look for the possibilities, learning opportunities, and
blessings each day affords. Many years ago, a very
sweet lady from Westminster Presbyterian Church,
Lillian Strother offered words of an old Johnny Mercer song that still resonate with me, “accentuate the
positive, eliminate the negative, and don’t mess
with Mr. In-between.” I believe there is great wisdom in those lyrics.

can powerfully articulate how our attitude effects
our altitude. If you have not read any of his books
it would be worth a visit to one of Virginia Beach’s
great libraries to check out a copy.
What do we look for in each day? The theologian, Henri Nouwen wrote, “Each day holds a surprise. But only if we expect it can we see, hear, or
feel it when it comes to us. Let’s not be afraid to
receive each day’s surprise, whether it comes to us
as sorrow or as joy. It will open a new place in our
hearts, a place where we can welcome new friends
and celebrate more fully our shared humanity.” I
thank God for the gift of this day, for the surprises it
has brought my way and I look forward to the gifts
that tomorrow will bring.
~ David

When people go about their days looking for
the positive, and practicing gratitude they are more
energized, upbeat, and their actions and attitudes
help to encourage others and consequently helps to
make the world a better place. Modern day leadership guru Jon Gordon has written several bestselling books that are based on this premise such as,
The No Complaining Rule, The Power of Positive
Leadership, and The Energy Bus. He has also
worked with several fortune 500 companies and big
sports teams including The Clemson Tiger football
team. Through his gift of writing and coaching Jon
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ing things. Have you stopped and acknowledged
it? Have you celebrated it?

A Love Letter to the Church: Stewardship
Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Let us continue to be people of Hope, living into
the Joy of God each day, as we show the Love of
Christ by being faithful and loving stewards of our
life, church, and world.

The countless ways you show the world what it
means to be the church overwhelms me. From
offering a hand of friendship to providing space for
homeless to sleep. The way you give back tangible
items, like school supplies, food, and Christmas
gifts, provides children in our community gifts so
they can worry about being children and not what
they don’t have. When I look around the church
and see children
and youth finding
their place and
voice in the church,
my heart fills with
hope for the future.
No matter how
little time you have
to give or how
much time, you
make a difference.

Joyfully,
Emma

The Gift That I Can Give
“The Gift That I Can Give”, by Kathie Lee Gifford, is
a charming story about how it’s never too early to
give back to God and help make this world a better
place. Whether it’s giving a big hug to a friend, or
being kind to a stranger, there are many ways children can show God’s love. When we think of
Stewardship, we may not think that children can
participate because they don’t have any money to
give. This book reminds us that stewardship is first
about giving back to God and showing God’s love
in the world, and that is something we can all do.
I encourage you to
check out this inspiring and important
book.

Stewardship is more than just the checks we write
and the pledges we turn in. Stewardship comes
from the heart and is a gift we give back to God
each time we show the love of God is some way. I
have seen how this church steps up for others,
financially, emotionally and spiritually. I have seen
how this church cares about the wellbeing of the
future of the church. We get wrapped up in the
money aspect of life, both our personal and for our
church, and we might not celebrate the “wins” of
our everyday stewardship.
My dear friends, look for the wins! I promise there
are more than you can see. And when you think of
Stewardship think about how you give your whole
life to God. Think about how you want to be apart
of growing the future of the church. Think about
what legacy you want to leave. Stewardship
comes from the heart. We are doing some amaz4

Stew on This
Tracking our pledge offering vs collections? We are at
80% of our projection for the time of year at the end of
August – normally we have started to close the gap by
now.

butions (at least on an annual basis), you don’t know
when or how much they will provide you at any specific
timing interval. In the meantime, you do know most of
your planned bills – many of those expenses are firmly
set in both time and amount – and you have limited
control over the vast majority of the expenses. That is
how a church operates. The expenses are much better
known than the income to cover them. And timing of
the income is anyone’s guess. For
the upcoming year, we receive
each ministry’s desired expenditures in the fall; we get the congregation’s pledges shortly after
that and set the budget plan at
the first of the year. Then, we
trust the pledges will come in.
We have a relatively small cushion of money to cover expenses
while we wait for those promises
to be fulfilled. Makes most of us
nervous to watch – since we don’t
run our own budgets this way.

Consecration Sunday, 6 October, is here! Please fill out
your pledge cards and turn them in soon so we can
begin the budget process for next year. Thank you so
much for all you do and share.
Remember – a pledge is a commitment to the church to provide a set
amount of money for church
operations – and, the church
utilizes that number in planning, so
the ministries can operate throughout the year – knowing the funds
will come in. It is not an oath to
God – but, it is something we try
hard not to disappoint. Please see
my short thoughts on church budgets below*. You might have heard
this somewhere – if you attended
church 8 Sept.

For information, in a straight line
calculation of pledge dollars to be
received over this year as compared to where we are in the
year, we are at 80% of our
planned collection as of the end
of August – leaving us about $60K in the red – waiting
with bated breath and faith for the remainder of those
pledges to be fulfilled. Good thing we have that cushion to help see us through.

The surveys are all out. Over half
were handed out in person and the
rest were mailed by 15 September.
So, if you did not get one, and you
are 10 years old or older and attend
BPC, please ask anyone on the Stewardship Ministry.
We will be glad to get you one.
* A quick thought on pledges and budgets. We each
have a personal (and possibly a business) budget – with
related income and expenses. It may be formal, or just
notional in our minds. But, we all have one. Most of us
have a steady stream of income – at least as a base.
Maybe it is a periodic paycheck. Maybe it is social security. But, it is a steady stream of income against which
we balance our expenses (some of those expenses well
known, some a bit more fluid) and there is some degree
of expenditure control applied by us to help keep it all in
balance. Now - imagine if you relied on a number of
reasonably known, and a degree of unknown persons,
to contribute money to pay ALL of your bills. Even for
the people you can fairly well count on for those contri-

But, if for any reason, you are not comfortable pledging,
continue to give ...whatever you can, whenever you can.
God loves the Givers, they provide the life blood of His
church!”
One final thing – we all realize there are major life
changes that happen to all of us at some point. If it happens to you and it changes your plan or ability for completing your pledge, please let the treasurer’s office
know so they can adjust accordingly. Better not to have
a surprise shortfall at the end of the year.
~Ed Spillman, Stewardship Committee
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Men
BPMO is for you
Supporting Church and Community
Men – Want to expand your personal biblical knowledge while making new friends and
breaking bread? Come have breakfast with us and join
the discussions and fellowship.

Meeting Schedule for October
Saturday Morning Breakfast & Bible Study
07:00 Fellowship; 07:30 breakfast; 08:00 Bible Study; 08:30 adjourn.
12 Oct at 07:30 | Fellowship Hall | Topic - Acts
26 Oct at 07:30 | Fellowship Hall | Topic - Acts

Tuesday Morning Gathering
08 Oct at 07:45 | Room 514 | Topic – Open discussion
22 Oct at 07:45 | Room 514 | Topic – Open discussion

Stewardship/Volunteering – The church needs your involvement and dollars.
This is our church – we have to make all the good things happen. October is stewardship month. Pledges don’t just assure paying of the basic bills – they also help
the church plan what we can do. If the right amount of pledges are received, we
can plan to participate more, educate more, or support the community to certain
levels. Without pledges, all we can do is hope the dollars will come in when we
hope to utilize them. We will not put the desired level of planning into projects
because we won’t know if we can do them until we need to execute. So, the project will not be as thoroughly though out – as efficient – as productive as it could
be.
Take some time and consider what you will likely give to the church in 2019. If you
are not sure of the exact total, that’s OK. Remember, pledging is your best estimate of what you can and intend to give – it is not locked in stone.

The annual Roy Brun Golf Tournament and Sports Day is October
3rd. We will have golf (Tee-time 0800 at Eagle Haven Gold Course, Little
Creek), lunch (at the Spillman’s around 12:30), corn hole tournament (at
lunch starting around 12:00), prizes and more. We utilize the event to raise
money for Youth Missions. Sign up to participate and ….sponsor a hole for
Youth Mission. Forms are in the atrium and on the BPMO display in the hall outside the kitchen.
COME JOIN US!
Want to keep up with what we are doing? Log on to the church website, click on Connect and then Presbyterian
Men. There is a link to the calendar at the bottom of the page.
And/or, contact one of our BPMO officers to join our email distribution list.
Tom Weeks – weeks90@cox.net

Paul Verburg-laughinggull1@gmail.com

Rick Rudell – rudellfl@cox.net

Hank Lowery – walter_lowery@verizon.net
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Preschool News

Community Service’s Annual
Thanksgiving Basket Drive
will begin on Sunday, October 20th.
Things will be done just a bit differently
this year—look for more information to
come soon!
This is a feel good event!
Come and be a part of it.

The preschool teachers
and children are enjoying
lots of learning, playing
with new and old friends
and making great artwork.
We are welcoming in the
Fall season with a trip to
The Farmer’s Market for
“Fun on the Farm Tour” and learning about pumpkins for all
of our 3 & 4-year old classes and Kindergarten in early October.
On Thursday, October 31st, we will have our annual “Trunk
or Treat” in the parking lot next to the playground beginning
at 10 am for a safe trick or treating experience. Trahadias
Studios will be taking individual pictures October 21st, 22nd
and 23rd.
We currently have several 4-year old openings and waitlists
for all of our other classes. I can be reached at 464-0292 or
you can email me at preschool@baysidepresby.org for any
questions or concerns.
Please stop by and join in on all the fun fall activities.
Kathy Armstrong

Think about how you can participate . .
• Donation of non-perishable items
• Donation of turkeys
• Donation of gift cards (for turkeys)
• Help prepare baskets
• Help distribute food & turkeys
Can’t wait to volunteer? Contact
Pam Spillman at espillman1@ cox.net
Scout Troop 364
Holiday Greenery Sale
Food Pantry Item of the Month

Sunday, October 6th & 20th

Boxes of Cereal
Let’s fill the little
blue wagon!

There will be a display in the Atrium
And a representative from Troop 364
Will be here to take your order and answer any
questions. Pricing rages from $18—$59.
Delivery will be approximately during
the 1st week of December.
If you have any questions, contact Heather
troop364greenery@gmail.com
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Thank you to all who donated to
the school supply drive! The supplies where very much appreciated
by all the schools that we helped.
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Journey
2019 Bible Reading Plan – Chronological Order Tips on Reading the Bible Daily
1. Start reading the Bible today -- there is no better time, and there's no reason to wait.
2. Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule and then stick to it.
Mornings are great, but feel free to use any time that works consistently for you.
3. Read the Bible for the sake of learning, not simply to accomplish your next reading. Say a short prayer to
God before you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom and understanding, then be refreshed by
the words you read!
Day 306 - Luke 18:15--43; Luke 19:1-48
Day 307 - Mark 11; John 12
Day 308 - Matthew 22; Mark 12
Day 309 - Matthew 23; Luke 20-21
Day 310 - Mark 13
Day 311 - Matthew 24
Day 312 - Matthew 25
Day 313 - Matthew 26; Mark 14
Day 314 - Luke 22; John 13
Day 315 - John 14-17
Day 316 - Matthew 27; Mark 15
Day 317 - Luke 23; John 18-19
Day 318 - Matthew 28; Mark 16
Day 319 - Luke 24; John 20-21
Day 320 - Acts 1-3
Day 321 - Acts 4-6

Day 322 - Acts 7-8
Day 323 - Acts 9-10
Day 324 - Acts 11-12
Day 325 - Acts 13-14
Day 326 - James 1-5
Day 327 - Acts 15-16
Day 328 - Galatians 1-3
Day 329 - Galatians 4-6
Day 330 - Acts 17; Acts 18:1-18
Day 331 - 1 Thessalonians 1-5; 2 Thessalonians 1-3
Day 332 - Acts 18:19-28; Acts 19:1-41
Day 333 - 1 Corinthians 1-4
Day 334 - 1 Corinthians 5-8
Day 335 - 1 Corinthians 9-11
Day 336 - 1 Corinthians 12-14
Day 337 - 1 Corinthians 15-16

Session Highlights
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Shared joys and concerns opened with prayer
Michelle Parker led us in a devotional
Shared the sacrament of communion
Received reports from ministry teams
Heard oral reports from staff
Received an update from the 2020 Vision Implementation Team
Approved 50% down on the new highbred organ that will be installed in the sanctuary, the remaining 50% will be
paid upon completion of the project
Signed a letter of agreement for E.T. Grisham to serve as our contractor for sanctuary updates and refurbishment
Closed in prayer
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October Celebrations
Birthdays
02-Oct

03-Oct
06-Oct
07-Oct
08-Oct
09-Oct

10-Oct

11-Oct

13-Oct

14-Oct
16-Oct
18-Oct

19-Oct
20-Oct

Michael Hayes
Gay Robbins
CJ McLawhorn
Mark Schreiber
Jill Mitchell
Dorothea Scott
Lisa Edmonds
Eric Mitchell
Bobbie Nettelhorst
Margaret Bobst
Leslie DeFord
Clifton Furedy
Martha Rudell
Carol Sloss
Kelley Andrews
Judy Fletcher
Sandy Odom
Charles Watkins
Jackie Weitzel
Rebecca Berryman
Bill Meredith
Peggy Reed
Thomas Weeks
Megan Mitchell
Bob Orcutt
Angela Marcotte
Mathew Rechkemmer

21-Oct
23-Oct
25-Oct

26-Oct

27-Oct
28-Oct
29-Oct

30-Oct
31-Oct

Anniversaries
Lynne Owen
Ann Barnes
Jacqueline Peters
Hannelore Kotulla
Douglas Mitchell
Tara Opitz
Wayne Pollock
Nancy Pouliquen
Ed Spillman
Jim Taylor
Dorothy Wills
Barbara Kitchens
Tiffany Pulliam
Bruce Ross
Jack Hamilton
Darden Long
Sheldon Arey
John Hamilton
Charleen Albertolli
Bobbie Brenton
Dave Rudiger
Herb Gordon
Fred Irvis
Butch Brenton
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04-Oct
10-Oct
15-Oct
15-Oct
20-Oct

Larry & Rose Ann Wehr
Davis & Cathy Johnson
Bobby & Leslie DeFord III
Matthew & Braden Wicks
Lonnie & Karen Minson

Sun

Mon

Tue

1
9:15 SIS
9:30 Staff Mtg
10:00 Yoga

Wed

2

Thu

3

5:15 Dinner
5:45 JAM &
Children’s Choir
6:00 “Inspired”
6:15 Handbells
7:30 Choir

Consecration
Sunday

7

10:00 Sunday School
10:00 New Member
Class
11:00 Whole Family
of God Worship
5:30 Youth Group

7:30 Praise Team

13

14

8:00 Traditional
9:00 Contemporary
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Traditional
1:00 Elder Training
5:30 Youth Group

20

8

9

10

7:45 Men’s Brkfst
9:15 SIS
9:30 Staff Meeting
10:00 Yoga
10:00 Circle 6 (506)

10:00 Circle 3 WC

10:00 Yoga
11:30 Beginner’s
Handbells

15

16

17

9:15 SIS
9:30 Staff Meeting
10:00 Yoga

10:00 Genealogy

10:00 Yoga
11:30 Beginner’s
Handbells

6:30 Circle 10 (512)
6:30 Circle 4 (508)
7:00 Circle 8 (Home)
7:30 Praise Team

7:00 Session Mtg

21

22

8:00 Traditional
9:00 Contemporary
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Traditional

7:45 Men’s Brkfst
9:15 SIS
9:30 Staff Meeting
10:00 Yoga

5:30 Youth Group
Thanksgiving Basket
Drive Begins!

27

7:30 Praise Team

28

8:00 Traditional
9:00 Contemporary
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Traditional

5:30 Youth Group

29
9:15 SIS
9:30 Staff Meeting
10:00 Yoga

7:30 Praise Team

5:15 Dinner
5:45 JAM &
Children’s Choir
6:00 “Inspired”
6:15 Handbells
7:30 Choir

5:15 Dinner
5:45 JAM &
Children’s Choir
6:00 “Inspired”
6:15 Handbells
7:30 Choir
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10:00 Yoga
11:30 Beginner’s
Handbells

30

31

5:15 Dinner
5:45 JAM &
Children’s Choir
6:00 “Inspired”
6:15 Handbells
7:30 Choir

10:00 Yoga
11:30 Beginner’s
Handbells

11

4

5

6:00 Parent’s
Night Out

6:00 Etheridge
Speaker

11

12
7:30 Men’s Brkfst

1:00 Bridge at
Bayside

24

5:15 Dinner
5:45 JAM &
Children’s Choir
6:00 “Inspired”
6:15 Handbells
7:30 Choir

Sat

Men’s Golf Outing
10:00 Yoga
11:30 Beginner’s
Handbells

7:00 Ministry
Mtgs

6

Fri

18

19

25

26
7:30 Men’s Brkfst

1:00 Bridge at
Bayside

Bayside Presbyterian Church
1400 Ewell Road
Virginia Beach, VA 23455
757-460-1188
www.baysidepresby.org

Join us Sunday Mornings
Traditional Service
8 am & 11 am
Sunday School
10 am
Contemporary Service
9 am
Come As You Are! All Are Welcome!
We are a covenant community of Christ’s people seeking to know and do the will of God.
Changing lives. Growing Christian disciples. Living God’s word.
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