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Libby & I often watch NBC evening news with
Lester Holt. One of the things I love about that
broadcast is that on almost every episode the last
story they share is a human-interest story that is
positive, meaningful, and uplifting. In a world that
has more than its fair share of problems, of pain,
sorrow, and despair they end with good news.

ing program has had great attendance and excellent
opportunities for study and fellowship. I could go
on and on about all the great things I see happening
here (but the newsletter needs an article not a
book). Beyond the things one can easily quantify,
what I believe is taking shape through the gift and
movement of God’s Spirit is, we are becoming more
synergized. The energy and attitude of our community of faith is deepening, and I am excited to see
what God has in store for us.

For Christians we begin with Good news,
death did not have the final say. Jesus died, but
rose again. Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection give
us purpose, direction, and hope. The Good news of
what Jesus did and continues to do guides and
equips the ministry at Bayside Presbyterian Church.

Good news doesn’t mean life is without
problems, that everything will go our way, and we
will enjoy smooth sailing from here to eternity.
Scripture is full of stories that highlight the struggles
of the people of God. Part of being a disciple and
having faith in an amazing grace-filled, compassionate, and loving God, means that our role is not to
simply sit back, relax, and enjoy.

Our current
good news is how
well
you
are
responding
to
God’s call in word
and deed. Worship
attendance
numbers are up
over
previous
years, in fact we
had the largest Easter that we have had in five
years. Youth group attendance is up and more active than they have been in the past four to five
years, Lacy’s ministry is going strong. Emma has
overseen a very thorough confirmation process,
which hadn’t happened in some time, and several of
our youth will be joining the church on confirmation
Sunday, June 9th. Emma has also been an integral
part in welcoming new members and we have several that will be joining in the near future. Thanks to
Chi’s ministry, our music ministry is growing with
new faces of all generations. Our Wednesday even-

As a nineteen-year-old I played softball on a
competitive team in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. One
night during a close game I came to bat with runners
on first and second. The third pitch was in the perfect location for me (my wheelhouse) and I hit a
hard shot to
centerfield.
Caught up in
the moment
I stood at
Home plate
and
watched,
sure I was
about to enjoy my first out of the park homerun. A
gust of wind and the ball bounced perfectly on the
fence railing and fell into center field instead of over
Continued on page 4.
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This month I’m going to stray away from the children’s
books. On May 4th, one of my favorite Christian authors and voices passed away at the age of 37. Rachel
Held Evans was a leading voice for the progressive
church. She tackled topics others didn’t want to speak
of. She wasn’t afraid to speak the truth, no matter
how difficult or isolating it might be. Her death came
as a shock. And while the Christian world grieves the
loss of a beloved sister, we are grateful for the gifts
God gave her and those she shared with the world. So this month, I lift up one of her
books.
Searching For Sunday: loving, leaving, and finding the church. Rachel writes a beautiful memoir about overcoming cynicism to find hope and, somewhere in between,
the Church. The book is centered around seven sacraments, and takes the reader
through a liturgical year of the church. Using her own story, she takes the reader
through the struggle, the journey, in not wanting to be involved with church anymore, but being continually pulled
back to it. This book has come to resonate with many millennials and young adults, but is written for everyone.

Continued From Page 3
the fence. I bolted and ended up with a standing double. I had two RBI’s, but
at worst I should have been standing on third base, and my teammates let me
know about it. We can and should enjoy those special moments in life, but we
shouldn’t get so caught up in the moment that we stop moving forward. We
shouldn’t just sit back and watch.
We have so much to be thankful for and much more we are called to
do. After all, that is the life of discipleship. I give thanks to God for all God has
accomplished in this place and I know you are doing so as well. Let’s not keep
our celebration inside the doors. Share the great things that are happening
here at this mission outpost with your friends, and acquaintances. Who
knows, they might just decide to join us on the journey. I look forward to seeing you in church on Sunday.
Peace,
David
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For the past year, a group of youth participated in a
confirmation process. The confirmation process allows youth to dig a bit deeper into their faith, and
find what they believe in. This is the time when
they affirm those baptismal
vows their parents took on
their behalf when they were
young. Lacy and I had the
privilege to lead this group.
Here is the truth about confirmation, it’s hard! It’s suppose
to be difficult. When you are
wrestling with your faith and
who God is in your life, doubt,
fear, uncertainty surely creeps in. At the end of the
confirmation year these youth don’t need to know
all the answers. Our hope was that they understand
how valued their voice is and how much they belong. They belong not only to a church family but
most importantly to God.

in. As youth, foundations are still being formed.
However, it makes me wonder how many of us
adults could use
a confirmation
journey? How
many of us need
to take the intentional time to
focus on our
faith
foundation? How many of us need permission and space
to doubt, fear, and dig into our faith? I hope if you
feel like you fall into this category you might take
that intentional time. David and I are always willing
to talk about faith journey and walk with you during
this time. Confirmation shouldn’t be reserved just
for youth. If anything, they are being examples of
what we should do. Our faith growth doesn’t end
just because we have “membership” stamped on
us.

On June 9th we will welcome these youth into membership of the church through reaffirmation of faith.
It’s a time to celebrate their hard work and continue
to live into our baptismal vows we take whenever a
little one is baptized. We take the vow to love, encourage, and uplift them in their faith journey.

I hope you will join us for Confirmation Sunday on
June 9th to celebrate these amazing youth!
Joyfully,
Emma

But here is the big question:
why do youth have to go
through confirmation and
adults just take a new members class to join the church?
The short answer is what
phase of life each person is
5

Abby Fedorowicz is a 16 year-old sophomore in the Visual and Performing Arts Academy at Salem High School. Abby enjoys performing
on stage in musicals and plays, spending time with friends, going to
the beach, and fostering rescue dogs. To Abby, being a member of the
church means being a part of a group whose mission is to give back to
the Lord and spread god’s love to those who need it most. Membership in the church is taking up a role to connect with your fellow Presbyterians to worship, lead, and grow in faith.
Mentor: Michele Parker
Eileen Marie Pouliquen is a 14 year old 8th grader at Norfolk Christian
School. She is involved in the National Junior Honor Society and
enjoys her time in Chorus. To Eileen, being a member of the church
means to be a part of a whole family of God, and community.
Becoming a member is like being accepted and entering a relationship by faith.
Mentor: Nancy Hamilton

Mac Rollins
My name is Mac. I am 15 and I’m in the 9th grade at Kellam High
School. I was born in Decatur, Alabama. My parents tell me that I
was baptized by my dad’s best friend. So basically I was born into
the church. Because I have grown up in the church I am at ease in
the environment and it has helped me be comfortable with all age
groups. My favorite church activity is good food at potlucks or the
Montreat youth conference. I am an avid golfer who also enjoys
playing pickup basketball and cheering on the University of Alabama, especially the football team.
Mentor: Neil Bonney
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Jordan Simonelli is 14 years old and is the daughter of Bryan and
Karyn Simonelli and the sister of Alexis and Megan Simonelli. She
has lived in Virginia Beach all of her life, attending Thoroughgood
Elementary School and Plaza Middle School MYP where she is currently in the eighth grade. Jordan is active with the youth of Bayside, participating in youth group activities and volunteering with
JAM and Vacation Bible School. She is a member of the Encore
Dance competition team; she has been dancing since she was 3
and competing since she was 8. She is also a member of the Plaza Middle School debate team and is interested in government
and politics. Jordan had the honor of serving as a House Page in
the 2019 House of Delegates session where she learned about the
functions and traditions of our state government and met many
interesting people. She hopes one day to work at the Capitol in
Richmond, eventually as the Clerk of the House of Delegates. Jordan will attend Princess Anne High School International Baccalaureate Program next year.
Mentor: Chris Pascuzzi

Caroline Williamson went through confirmation in a different way.
She, along with her friend Carly, met with Pastor Emma every Friday
for “Questions with Pastor Emma”. For Caroline being a member of
the church is giving of herself by volunteering to stuff the bulletins
and stock the food pantry. For many years Caroline has been doing
these tasks, but through her special confirmation process we learned
how those tasks are an important part of making the church work. If
you are by the office, stop into the conference room and look at the
“confirmation wall” Caroline and Carly worked on this year.
Mentor: Emma Ouellette

Confirmation is the first formal
public profession of
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faith.

Volunteers Are Still Needed!
Vacation Bible School will be here before we know it! To make it a successful program we
need YOUR help! Volunteers are needed in all areas, such as, leaders, helpers, decorating,
craft prep, clean up crew, etc. If you interested in volunteering, click here for the Volunteer Registration form, or contact Lacy Schimmel, Director of Youth & Family.

HELP US HAVE A SUCCESSFUL VBS!

Vacation Bible School
The Incredible Race - One Family, One Race, One Savior
July 22 - July 26 | 8:45 am - 12:00 pm
$25/child, $10 each additional child
*Scholarships available*

Pre-K (Age 4 by 9/1) through 5th Grade
Click here for the registration form, or pick one up in the church office.
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Session Highlights
May 2019















Opened with prayer after sharing joys and concerns
Heard a devotional led my Michael Raymer
Celebrate current attendance trends and noted we had the largest Easter attendance in 5 years
Received the treasurer’s report
Heard verbal report from Ed Spillman on the most recent meeting of the Presbytery of Eastern Virginia
Approved motion from Admin Support to utilize funds for updates to computers and computer systems
Heard an update on piano and organ replacement.
Approved a motion from Worship that the 2nd Sunday in December be a combined service for the Cantata
Heard an update from Thom Sare and community service about how we will better utilize our resources this Thanksgiving
Approved a request from the Academy of Music to use the building
Following a request from the Presbyterian Men’s organization, Michael Raymer was approved as Bayside’s Man of the Year
Approved a fundraising request from the Voices of Virginia to support their summer mission trip to Turkey
Heard staff reports
Closed with prayer

Believe it or not,
decorating for VBS is getting underway!
Here are a list of items (to start) to help us get
construction underway!

Green paper roll (1)

Cardboard (lots)

Black Sharpies - with broad chisel tip

Black paper rolls (3)

Foam board

Pool noodles

Gray paper roll (1)

Duct tape

Umbrellas

Yellow paper roll (1)

Masking tape

Medical Styrofoam coolers

Red paper roll (3)

Fishing Line

Red spray paint

Light blue paper roll (1)

Paintbrushes (variety
of brushes to use for
painting back drops not artistic brushes)

Brown spray paint

Dark blue paper roll (1)
Orange paper roll (1)

Printer paper

Donated items can be dropped off in the church office.
Thank you in advance!
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and
Bayside Fun & Fellowship is going on summer vacation! Bridge at Bayside, Bayside Book Club, Genealogy,
Sandler Musicals, and quarterly lunch programs will start again in the fall.
Norfolk Tides Baseball outing will be set up as soon as possible. Check the Helmsman and the electronic bulletin boards
and the BFF bulletin board for updates.
The Turner Classic Movies outings will continue to be offered until fall. See the Helmsman and the BFF bulletin board
for updates.
The next Sentara Living Program is scheduled for Monday, June 10th @ 10 am in the Fellowship Hall. The topic for June
is Legal Planning. No reservations required. Admission is free. Free blood pressure screening.
A needlework group is being planned under the guidance of Nancy Norton. Beginners and experienced needleworkers
are welcome! There will be an organization meeting at church in June. Contact Nancy at 635-6029 if you are interested. Want to meet once a month or twice a month? Let Nancy know! Learn this beautiful skill to create items for
personal use or to donate to homeless/other charities. Nancy is an expert in this craft and welcomes others who can
help her oversee this venture to make items for newborns and all ages. Call Nancy or sign up on the bulletin board.
Stay cool until next month - Paula

Men
BPMO is for you
Supporting Church and Community
Men – Want to expand your personal biblical knowledge while making new friends and breaking bread?
Come have breakfast with us and join the discussions and fellowship.
Saturday Morning Breakfast & Bible Study
07:00 Fellowship; 07:30 Breakfast;
08:00 Bible Study; -8:30 Adjourn

COME JOIN US!
Want to keep up with what we are doing? Log on to the church
website, click on Connect and then Presbyterian Men. There is a
link to the calendar at the bottom of the page.

08 June | Fellowship Hall | Topic: Acts
22 June | Fellowship Hall | Topic: Acts

And/or, contact one of our BPMO officers to join our email
distribution list.

Tuesday Morning Gathering
11 June | Room 514 | Open Discussion
25 June | Room 514 | Open Discussion

Tom Weeks – weeks90@cox.net
Paul Verburg-laughinggull1@gmail.com
Rick Rudell – rudellfl@cox.net
Hank Lowery – walter_lowery@verizon.net

Join us for fellowship and a sharing of ideas.
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Bayside Preschool’s

Summer Camp 1: Wild Animals | June 4th - 6th & June 11th - June 13th
Summer Camp 2: Weather Fun | July 9th - 11th & July 16th - July 18th
Summer Camp 3: Science Fun in Outer Space | Aug 6th - Aug 8th & Aug 13th - Aug 15th
There are still openings in all of our camps!
My summer hours are 9am to noon most weekdays.
For the upcoming preschool year, there are still openings for 4 year olds only, everything else is full. Please
stop by or call (757) 464-0292 to register for any of the three camps or for enrollment in the fall.
Have a great summer!

Kathy Armstrong

G R E AT
NEWS!

Will continue for June, July & August!
$20 First child, $5 for each additional child
If interested in participating contact Lindley Fox at lindleysnest@cox.net
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2019 Bible Reading Plan – Chronological Order
Tips on Reading the Bible Daily
1. Start reading the Bible today -- there is no better time, and there's no reason to wait.
2. Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule and then stick to it.
Mornings are great, but feel free to use any time that works consistently for you.
3. Read the Bible for the sake of learning, not simply to accomplish your next reading. Say a short prayer to
God before you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom and understanding, then be refreshed by
the words you read!
Day 153 - Song of Solomon 1-8

Day 169 - Proverbs 27-29

Day 154 - Proverbs 1-3

Day 170 - Ecclesiastes 1-6

Day 155 - Proverbs 4-6

Day 171 - Ecclesiastes 7-12

Day 156 - Proverbs 7-9

Day 172 - 1 Kings 10-11; 2 Chronicles 9

Day 157 - Proverbs 10-12

Day 173 - Proverbs 30-31

Day 158 - Proverbs 13-15

Day 174 - 1 Kings 12-14

Day 159 - Proverbs 16-18

Day 175 - 2 Chronicles 10-12

Day 160 - Proverbs 19-21

Day 176 - 1 Kings 15:1-24; 2 Chronicles 13-16

Day 161 - Proverbs 22-24

Day 177 - 1 Kings 15:25-34; 1 Kings 16:1-34; 2 Chronicles 17

Day 162 - 1 Kings 5-6; 2 Chronicles 2-3

Day 178 - 1 Kings 17-19

Day 163 - 1 Kings 7; 2 Chronicles 4

Day 179 - 1 Kings 20-21

Day 164 - 1 Kings 8; 2 Chronicles 5

Day 180 - 1 Kings 22; 2 Chronicles 18

Day 165 - 2 Chronicles 6-7; Psalm 136

Day 181 - 2 Chronicles 19-23

Day 166 - Psalm 134, 146-150

Day 182 - Obadiah; Psalm 82-83

Day 167 - 1 Kings 9; 2 Chronicles 8

Day 183 - 2 Kings 1-4

Day 168 - Proverbs 25-26
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01-Jun
03-Jun
04-Jun
06-Jun
07-Jun

08-Jun
09-Jun
10-Jun
11-Jun
13-Jun
14-Jun

15-Jun
16-Jun

17-Jun

Meghan Rayhill
David Buck
Michelle Clark
Samuel Kern
Mary Blair
Leigh Ashley
Linda Cobb
Aliete Sesler
Seth Lamade
Ty Brown
Carol Manning
Shelly Osburn
William Owen
Karen Minson
Theresa Dunstan
Wesley Brown
Sally Fogg
Stephanie Mumford
Larry Ronan
Jack Rudiger
Christa Buck
Clint Damuth
Christian Koschel
Chelsea Creekmuir
Craig Hanley
Lin Haskins

18-Jun
19-Jun
21-Jun
22-Jun

25-Jun

26-Jun
27-Jun

28-Jun
29-Jun
30-Jun

Rachel Berryman
Betty Steere
Terri Jackson
Sydney Reid
Patrick Graves
Clancy Holland
Ruth LeMay
Mary Pawlowski
Richard Sexton
Dawn Burns
John Dannemann
Thom Sare Jr
Becky Wheeler
Barry Rudacille
Jacqueline Zimmerman
Carrie Baker
Matthew Montoya
Charles Tenney
Stephanie Walters
Erin (Perkins) Wotherspoon
Linda Hatch
Douglas McLeod
Richard Behrens
Matthew Wicks
Ray Williamson
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01-Jun
02-Jun
08-Jun

09-Jun
10-Jun
12-Jun
14-Jun
17-Jun
19-Jun
20-Jun
22-Jun
24-Jun
27-Jun
28-Jun
30-Jun

Larry & Sandra Ronan
Coleman & Bonita Gilchrist
Douglas & Jill Mitchell
Gregor & Ashley McLeod
Lee & Nancy Norton
Walt & Janet Martin
Becky & David Wheeler
Buck & Betty Steere
Barry & Judy Rudacille
Duncan & Berny Wallace
Gay & Keane Robbins
Thom & Patricia Sare Jr
Jack & Nancy Hamilton
Paul & Jackie Verburg
Ed & Mary Jane Borchers
Ben & Mary Hubbard
Carlos & Judy Fletcher
Sonny & Ellen Bell Jr
John & Terri Dannemann
George & Jackie Ganter

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship
11:00 Graduation
Celebration

3
9:30 MOPs LT
9:45 MOPs

4

5

6

9:30 Staff Mtg
10:00 Yoga

7:30 Praise Team 7:00 Ministry Mtg

7

10:00 Yoga
11:30 Beginners
Handbell
6:15 Handbells
7:30 Choir

8
7:30 Men’s Brkfst

6:00 First Friday

Preschool Summer Camp 1 Week 1

9
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship &
Confirmation

10
9:30 MOPs LT

6:30 Women’s
Summer Study
7:30 Praise Team

16
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship

17

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship

12

13

7:45 Men’s Brkfst
9:30 Staff Mtg
10:00 Yoga
6:00 Stephen Min.

14

15
8:30 Work on
Bayside Grounds

21

22

10:00 Yoga

7:30 Choir

Preschool Summer Camp 1 Week 2

18

19

20
10:00 Yoga

9:45 MOPs

7:30 Men’s Brkfst

9:30 Staff Mtg
10:00 Yoga

7:30 Praise Team

23
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7:00 Session Mtg.

24

25

7:30 Praise Team

7:45 Men’s Brkfst
9:30 Staff Mtg
10:00 Yoga

26

27
10:00 Yoga

30
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship

15

28

29

The Christian Education Ministry
Invites you to
Celebrate our Graduates!

Sunday, June 2nd, 2019
We will have a celebration in the Atrium
Following our Worship Service.

Bayside Presbyterian Church
1400 Ewell Road
Virginia Beach, VA 23455
757-460-1188
www.baysidepresby.org
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