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For use with Lesson Two of the 2015–2016 Horizons

Bible study, Come to the Waters

by Judy Record Fletcher

Radical Love and Welcome

BY IRENE PAK

Do you hear a voice or voices telling you you’re inadequate? If so, what is/are the voice/voices 

for you? 

What helps you silence those voices and tune in to God’s voice for you? 

How can we as Christians reclaim and honor God’s grace, and how we are seen by God for all

people?

July/August 2015 31

Scripture: Matthew 3:13–17

The sacrament of baptism is one of the great

privileges I experience as a teaching elder.

Whether it’s touching the head of an infant

with water or scooping water with my cupped

hands and pouring it over the head of a

teenager or adult, it is always a moment that is

spirit-filled. And, no matter how old the one

being baptized is, I always walk with them up

and down the sanctuary aisles so that they

might be greeted anew by their church family.

It is a sacred moment where we all together

covenant to teach and share the love and mercy

of God and to help each other along the jour-

ney. It can’t get better than that!

Baptism is monumentally important because

it acknowledges our belonging to Christ’s body.

But an additional implied piece of this sacra-

ment is the continued affirmation that we are

worthy. 

In the passage from Matthew 3 of Jesus’

baptism, when the heavens are opened up and

the Spirit of God descends, the voice that I

always pray we will all hear comes down and

blesses him. “This is my Son, the Beloved, with

whom I am well pleased.” You are God’s child,

with whom God is well pleased.

I wish there was a way to always remember

that eternal affirmation in a culture that tends

to shame us and make us feel inadequate.

We all have something that we struggle 

with, that draws us away from the fact that 

God calls us good and worthy. We hear 

urgings to weigh less, buy more, judge less,

give more. 
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bulletin from Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic

Community in Daytona Beach, Florida, recently

went viral. I am pretty sure it caused quite a

stir among some of our Christian brothers and

sisters. When I read it, it felt like a fresh glass

of cold water on a hot day. It felt so good to

read a reminder that the promise we make in

our baptism is not only for ourselves, but is

meant to be shared. What would it mean if our

baptismal promises meant shared worthiness

and welcome like this?

It read: 

We extend a special welcome to those

who are single, married, divorced, gay,

filthy rich, dirt poor, yo no habla ingles.

We extend a special welcome to those

who are crying newborns, skinny as a rail

or could afford to lose a few pounds.

We welcome you if you can sing like

Andrea Bocelli or like our pastor who

can’t carry a note in a bucket. You’re wel-

come here if you’re “just browsing,” just

woke up or just got out of jail. We don’t

care if you’re more Catholic than the

Pope, or haven’t been in church since little

Joey’s Baptism.

We extend a special welcome to those

who are over 60 but not grown up yet,

and to teenagers who are growing up too

fast. We welcome soccer moms, NASCAR

dads, starving artists, tree-huggers, latte-

sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We

welcome those who are in recovery or still

addicted. We welcome you if you’re hav-

ing problems or you’re down in the

dumps or if you don’t like “organized reli-

gion,” we’ve been there too.

If you blew all your offering money at the

dog track, you’re welcome here. We offer

a special welcome to those who think the

earth is flat, work too hard, don’t work,

can’t spell, or because grandma is in town

and wanted to go to church.

We welcome those who are inked, pierced

or both. We offer a special welcome to

those who could use a prayer right now,

had religion shoved down your throat as a

kid or got lost in traffic and wound up

here by mistake. We welcome tourists,

seekers and doubters, bleeding hearts . . .

and you!*

Let us believe the good news for us this day.

You are God’s beloved child, with whom God is

well pleased. 

Irene Pak is associate pastor at Stone Church of Willow

Glen in San Jose, California.

Note

* “The church that welcomes everyone,” July 26, 2012, www.epis-
copalcafe.com/the_church_that_welcomes_everyone 

The Come to the Waters companion DVD includes an introduction to 

the study by author Judy Fletcher plus a 10-minute (approximately)

introduction to each of the lessons, one through nine, taught by

Suggestions for Leaders author (and PC(USA) vice moderator of the 221st

General Assembly) Larissa Kwong Abazia. Come to the Waters companion

DVD, item HZN15103; $20.00, plus shipping. 

Come to the Waters Companion DVD!

http://www.episcopalcafe.com/the_church_that_welcomes_everyone
http://www.episcopalcafe.com/the_church_that_welcomes_everyone

