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Scripture: Genesis 1:1–2:4

Have you ever made something? Whether it’s

baking, quilting, sewing, woodworking, paint-

ing or writing, creating something can be a

miraculous, surprising, wonderful and some-

times frustrating experience. I have noticed that

the act of creating something always ends up

revealing something about us; it may be us

telling the world about a particular feeling or

experience, or it may just be letting the world

see our flawed, beautiful selves. There’s vulner-

ability, humility and courage required to create

something. I don’t know about you, but I am

always in awe of those who are able to create

something that I cannot imagine doing myself. 

In college, I minored in music and, for the

midterm exam in my music theory class, I was

tasked with composing a musical piece for

instruments, voice or both. The task was daunt-

ing. I had spent many years playing the cello

but never had I imagined creating my own

musical piece, let alone putting it on paper. We

even had to find instrumentalists to play the

piece for our professor, as part of the grade.

Perhaps some musicians have musical composi-

tions floating around in their minds, but I was a

follower. My goal had always been to make

beautiful the pieces that had already been writ-

ten, not create my own. How would I do this?

Where would I begin? What would I do?

But when talking about amazing “making”

stories, there’s one story that I think trumps all:

the Genesis account of the epic and awe-inspir-

ing creation of the world by our Creator God.

Bible study author Judy Record Fletcher says,

“God’s creation was an act of love. God contin-

ues to be in relationship with creation” (p. 9).

She emphasizes that the creation and relation-

ships both came out of waters of chaos. 

For myself, I will say that there was not much

love flowing through me as I struggled with

that midterm composition project. But, creation

out of waters of chaos? That I can relate to.

Chaos is the perfect word to describe how my

mind and heart felt as I tried to create melodies

and harmonies and put them on paper.

Initially, there was nothing . . . it was a formless

void. And then it started to happen. As in the

creation story in Genesis, it happened one step

at a time. 

I kept trying to figure out the whole instead

of starting little by little, adding note by note.

Let there be light. Let there be a violin. Let

there be these two notes. And then another.

And before I knew it, I had created a composi-

tion for two violins with interplay and melody

that I did not even know was within me to cre-

ate. It was awesome.

It really is amazing what can come out of

chaos. If you pay attention to the details—

regardless of whether you can yet see the big-

ger picture—something beautiful can come out

of it. I also love the implication that you and I,

all of humanity, came out of chaos, as well.

That seems to ring more true to my own sense

of self than something that was formed perfect-

ly. I also love that all of creation was God’s act

of love, and that God’s act of love continues in

creation and all that is created. 
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So what is your creation story? 

1. Do you currently feel chaos flowing around you like water? What can come forth from you,
step by step, and what does that reveal about you and God’s love for you

2. What will your process be like? 

3. In the beginning, God created. What will you dare to create today?

Irene Pak is associate pastor at Stone Church of Willow Glen in San Jose, California. 


