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Scripture: Exodus 17:1–7; Psalm 42:1–2, 63:1;

John 19:28

Drip . . . drop . . . drip . . . drop . . . .

My sink is leaking. One drop falls maybe

every other minute or so, but it’s definitely

leaking. I discovered it one evening when, after

a day away, I came home, looked into the sink

and noticed it was still slightly wet. Not know-

ing how bad the leak was, I decided to put a

cup under the faucet to see how much water

could be caught. 

The cup didn’t overflow, so the leak isn’t seri-

ous enough to warrant a trip to the hardware

store or a call to the plumber. But it’s enough

of a leak that I put the cup under the faucet if

I’m not using the sink. When the cup is at least

half full, I grab the cup, water my plants and

put the cup back.

This might seem like an extreme form of

water conservation to some, but I live in

California, and we are in a very serious

drought. The drought can be deceiving because

when I turn on the sink, water still comes out.

But when I drive around and see the golden

hills, when I open my curtains to the front yard

and the yellowing grass, the parched land is

only becoming more and more apparent. Every

little part I can do, I will do at this point. 

In Lesson Three of Come to the Waters, Judy

Record Fletcher talks about how we can survive

when our bodies and souls thirst. Judy jokes

that the story of the Israelites in Exodus could

be called “Thirsty People Behaving Badly.” How

true! They quarrel with Moses, complaining and

asking for answers. Being super hungry or

thirsty can bring out the worst in us, making us

lose sight of our priorities and our path. 

Understanding that thirst can bring out the

worst in us, I wonder if it can also inspire us to

move forward, to do something about our

thirst. I wonder if thirst can drive us to ask

questions we would not have thought to ask.

Could our thirst prompt us to quarrel with cer-

tain authorities about why certain lands or sys-

tems are so parched?

The Bible study author addresses a few types

of thirst—physical, soul and community.

Question 8 (p. 29) invites us to consider our

deepest thirsts. A thirst for justice came to mind

for me. There are many big issues that this can

apply to today: human trafficking, racism, the

criminal justice system, living wages and more. 

As a female pastor, I’m keenly aware that

women’s ordination used to be a thirst issue. I

recognize that I stand on the wetlands of

women who came before me who acted boldly

from their thirsts. They filled their cups—often

drop by drop rather than at free-flowing

faucets—and poured them onto the parched

ground until the grass began to grow. I will

always be thankful for that.

For use with Lesson Three of the

2015–2016 PW/Horizons Bible study, 

Come to the Waters by Judy Record Fletcher

Thirsty for Something More
BY IRENE PAK
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What thirsts have shaped your life and faith? What bold actions did your ancestors and/or

ancestors in faith take when they faced thirst?  

What surprises me in the Exodus passage is that the people quarrel with Moses and question

God’s commands, but, in the end, God gives them water. Grace comes pouring out . . . of a

rock! The Israelites protests are heard, their need is filled. God does not withhold comfort and

reassurance.

What are you thirsty for? And what are you willing to do to quench that thirst in places of

injustice, loss, hopelessness, or grief? 

May your thirsts be quenched and may you quench 

others’ thirsts, even if only drop by drop.

Irene Pak is associate pastor at Stone Church of Willow Glen in San

José, California.


